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Drywall
blamed
for A.C.
failures

Repairers find likely culprit
for number of breakdowns

BY RYAN LENGERICH
rlengerich@news-press.com
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Lee gambles a bundie
on search for new jobs

Recruiters’ record
spotty, need urgent

Air conditioning manufactur-
ers nationwide are taking an
economic hit as they repeatedly
replace copper coils destroyed
i by the recently exposed “Chi-
nese drywall” phenomenon,
local air condition company
owners said.

“I have never seen this many
air conditioners fail at this age,”
said Fred Kobie, owner of Kobie
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lion, and the region’s vitality, on an Eco- : B .
nomic Development Office that's strug-
gled to recruit and retain businesses.
The agency’s efforts to generate jobs
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have sputtered at the same time the
county is suffering a 9.8 percent unem-
ployment rate and the undesirable label
as America’s foreclosure capital.

In the past 10 years, the taxpayer-
supported Economic Development
Office hasn't knocked the socks off
many CEOs looking for greener pas-
tures. According to its own data, the
agency provided extensive logistical
help in establishing 36 companies in
target areas. Combined, they pledged
to create 1,903 jobs, which amounts to
less than 1 percent of Lee’s labor force of
284,036 people.

Agency projections turned out to be
optimistic. The News-Press spent two
months tracking down those 36 com-
panies, finding that:

¢ Eleven have ceased their opera-
tions here.

¢ Ten remaining companies employ
fewer workers than anticipated; two
are about to call it quits.

*Thirteen companies met or exceed-
ed employment projections by a com-
bined 242 jobs.

*Two companies did not return mul-
tiple calls.

All told, those 36 companies dwin-
dled to 25, and those 1,903 jobs were
cut to 1,005 positions, not counting the
two non-responsive businesses.

Those numbers have not deterred
Lee commissioners from believing the
economic development office can rev-
olutionize our economy.

“They've done an extremely exem-
plary job, from Sony to Source Interlink
to Lynx Services,” said Commission
Chairman Ray Judah, referring to three
companies the agency has assisted.
“There are a number of organizations

See ECONOMY A12

two main industries: real estate
and tourism. Despite a lot of
time and money spent on the
need to broaden our business
base, the current downturn
shows we still are not diversified
enough. When the construction
industry collapsed, it led to the
loss of thousands of jobs from
retailing and restaurants to gov-
ernment and financial services.

The panels

We solicited comments from the
public and got dozens of sug-
gestions on how to improve our
economy. We held five meetings
in which 38 business and com-
munity leaders gave us their
thoughts and suggestions. And
we've set up Web pages so the
discussion can continue
through the coming weeks and
beyond.

A rundown on the series:
Today

Millions: Lee County recently
handed its Economic Develop-
ment Office $25 million to spark
economic growth. But that
agency’s performance is mixed.
What industries should the
agency be looking to recruit?
Jan. 18

Problems: How Lee’s lack of
diversification hurts local resi-
dents. As we try to recover, there
are plenty of stumbling blocks.
Jan. 25

The upside: Lee County is well-
positioned for a return to pros-
perity and should be able to
reinvent itself.

Solutions

Beginning Jan. 26, we’ll have a
daily solution to economic prob-
lems based on your feedback.
Feb. 1

We'll wrap up with a look ahead.

Kooling in Fort Myers and a 25-
year industry veteran. “It's almost
an epidemic down here.”

For about two years, scientists,
engineers and vendors nation-
wide struggled to learn why evap-
orating coils in new machines in
new developments have gone
sour often in under a year, Kobie
said.

The machines should have
lifespans beyond 10 years.

See DRYWALL A2

Aswith all,
Bush will

wait for his
final grade

BY BOB RATHGEBER

brathgeber@news-press.com

It will take years, perhaps
decades, for historians to slot
George W. Bush’s ranking in presi-
dential history.

Even then, it won't be chiseled
into stone. Time, as well as world
events have a dramatic way of
changing the presidential pecking
order.

Nevertheless, as the nation’s
43rd president prepares to hand
the White House keys to Barack
Obama a week from Tuesday, the

debating, politicking and lobby-
ing has begun: What will be Bush’s
legacy and how will he compare
with his predecessors?

In the top tier alongside George
Washington, Abraham Lincoln
and Franklin Delano Roosevelt?

In the middle, where most are
lumped?

Or at the bottom, alongside James
Buchanan, Jimmy Carter, Andrew
Johnson and Herbert Hoover?

“The rating of a president is a
snapshot of a lot of things,” said
Peter Bergerson, a professor of

ALSO INSIDE: Lee County hopes to recruit smaller
industries, A13; The News-Press panelists discuss
how to use $25 million reserved for economic
developoment, A13; Read about The News-Press’
special report on the economy, B10.
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MULTIMEDIA: Watch a special presentation on the state of the Southwest Florida economy.
DATABASES: Search foreclosures, housing permits and industry information and more.
YOUR VIEWS: Read the numerous e-mails and letters that have come to us from readers about
fixing our economy and click on the link to send in your ideas. VIDEO: Watch excerpts from the
conversations from our panelists. COMMUNITY CONVERSATION: Read editorials, letters to the
editor, guest opinion columns. BLOG: Read posts of local business leaders’ ideas for improving
the economic outlook. PANELISTS: See the faces and read quotes from the experts who
visited The News-Press and participated in panels to brainstorm and propose solutions.
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Also see Bush on Israel, Iran A3
Also see Bush attends aircraft
carrier ceremony A4
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Have your say: How would you rate
George W. Bush and other past presi-

dents?
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CallTech, a global call center that closed in 2007, sits abandoned on Colonial Blvd. near U.S. 41, in Fort Myers.
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Continued from A1

they attracted to Lee County
that are expanding and hir-
ing more employees.”

Commissioners author-

ized a $25 million incentive
program to lure companies
and help existing businesses
expand operations. It's quick
cash is meant to relieve the
economic bedlam that’s
been plaguing our commu-
nity.
But if the agency hasn't
succeeded in building a solid,
diversified economy, why
entrust it with an amount
that's 14 times its annual
budget?

Ron Inge, former chair-
man of a community leader-
ship group called the Hori-
zon Council, initially suggest-
ed the incentives. He said Lee
County has been at a disad-
vantage for the past decade
as other regions wave cash at
prospective businesses.

“It's a huge competitive
environment,” Inge said. “In
that 10-year period, we were
competing against commu-
nities that had incentives
already.”

Jim Moore, the agency’s
executive director since
August, admits money won't
fix a broader problem that
Lee’s economy is too reliant
on construction, real estate
and tourism. Today’s busi-
ness climate isn't exactly suit-
able for companies looking
to expand or relocate.

“The businessman would
be foolish to go ahead with
plans, given the economy,”
Moore said.

Times are tough, but
they’re also tough in Brevard
County, which managed to
land the Brazilian jet manu-
facturer Embraer last May.
Embraer inquired about
building its $50 million,
150,000-square-foot aircraft
assembly facility in Lee, but
chose Melbourne, the bene-
ficiary of 200 new jobs paying
an average salary of $50,000.
Embraer officials wouldn't
say what qualities Lee was
lacking, but Melbourne-area
and state agencies ponied up
$12 million in incentives.

Brent Barkway, business
development officer for Lee’s
economic  development
agency, suspects this region
was missing one key ingredi-
ent.

“The amount of aerospace
engineers on that side of the
state was too much for us to
overcome,” Barkway said.
“It’s not that there is anything
wrong with us.”

To woo prospects, Lee
recruiters boast of our high
quality of life, pro-business
climate and growing work
force. Sounds good, but cor-
porate executives hear the
same, if not better, sales

pitches elsewhere.
In 2003, the Scripps
Research Institute also

WHO QUALIFIES

The county has set aside
$25 million for economic
development grants.
Companies qualifying for
Financial Incentives for
Recruiting Strategic Tar-
gets, or FIRST money,
must meet three criteria:

 Operate within a target
industry or high-impact
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sector.

* Create 75 full-time jobs
within three years, pay-
ing at least $47,840 a
year, or 125 percent of
the county’s average
salary.

* Make a cumulative
capital investment equal
to or greater than the
award amount.

checked into Lee, which
emerged as one of four final-
ists. After evaluating con-
tenders, the biomedical
research group instead chose
Jupiter for its 364,000-square-
foot center. Keith McKeown,
Scripps’ vice president of
communications and public
relations, would not specify
what Lee County lacked, but
said Palm Beach County had
six distinct advantages:

¢ The county donated 100
acres and $157 million in
construction costs, in addi-
tion to $310 million in startup
costs from state government.

e Palm Beach's housing
inventory was ample for sci-
entists and researchers.

¢ Southeast Florida had
easy national and interna-
tional flight connections.

*The Palm Beach area had
variety in its cultural and
physical amenities.

e Scripps staff felt Palm
Beach closely resembled the
institute’s headquarters near
San Diego.

e Palm Beach residents
had money and influence.

“Palm Beach is one of the
philanthropic capitals of the
country,” McKeown said.

Scripps’ contract with
Florida requires the institute
to employ at least 545 people
by 2013.

Lee wants to land a few
“Tiffany targets,” as Moore
calls them, but the lack of a
clincher is not just a Lee
County problem. In Decem-
ber, the Economic Develop-
ment Foundation in Naples
released its 2008 Florida Eco-
nomic Scorecard, comparing
the state’s eight geographic
regions in 26 categories.
Southwest Florida as a whole
— Collier, Lee and Charlotte
counties — ranked dead last.
Northwest Florida was first.

There’s no sense dwelling
on the past, Lee officials say.
Barkway believes Lee has 25
realistic, active prospects
looking to relocate their busi-
nesses. Another bright spot is
a 37 percent increase in
recruitment and business
assistance contacts logged by
economic development staff
in 2008 vs. 2007.

The Economic Develop-
ment Office is a small opera-
tion with 15 employees and a
$1.7 million annual budget.
Moore, who earns $124,615 a
year, took the helm this sum-
mer after Regina Smith,
agency head for five years,
accepted a county buyout.

The agency does not
recruit restaurants, retail
stores or hotels. It pursues
companies in six target
industries: aviation, shared
services, corporate head-
quarters, information tech-
nology, life sciences and
manufacturing. Staffers pro-
vide market research to any-
one, but focus on target com-
panies planning to create a
minimum of 10 jobs, gener-
ate at least 51 percent of rev-

TARGET INDUSTRIES

The Lee County Economic

* Aviation

» Shared services

» Corporate headquarters
¢ Information technology
* Life sciences

* Manufacturing

Then and now

Lee County’s Economic Development Office has helped 36 target
companies open here since 1999. However, 11 of those companies
no longer are in business, and another 10 employ fewer workers than

initially projected.

1999

AG&l Cutting Tools

S4J Manufacturing Services
CallTech

2000

FindWhat.com/MIVA

Flexi International

International Aviation Services
Regal Discount Securities
PrivateSky Aviation

West Coast Roofing & Waterproofing

2001

G. Neil

Source Interlink

Future Aviation

ACS Business

Goodwin Custom Stairs Inc.

2002

MCCI

Ac-Folien of America
Gulf Coast Stamping
Local Tel

Water One

2003
SmartDisk
Cape Plastics & Fabrication

2004

Harvest Pak Foods Corp.
Shamrock Boats

BeSafe International Inc.
Creative Door & Millwork
Prestige Packaging

Dawning Technologies

Digital Telecom Access Gontrol

2005
Greystone Pharmaceuticals

2006

Alorica Inc.

Survival Armor Inc.
Tigris Pharmaceuticals
FreshPoint Inc.

Florida Family Insurance

2008

Shaw Development
Somero Enterprises Inc.
Total

enue outside Florida and
offer salaries at 125 percent of
Lee's average wage.

The 36 companies

Digital Telecom Access
Control looked promising, a
custom computer program-
ming business projected to
employ 15 workers earning
$75,000 a year. It opened five
years ago in Cape Coral.
Today; callers are greeted by a
recording: Press one for sales,
press two for technical sup-
port, press three for the busi-
ness office. Sounds like a big
operation, but in actuality; all
calls lead to owner and presi-

dent Michael Fischer — the
last man standing.
“We had a couple of good

contracts, but the economy
started to go in a different

Development Office targets its Lee County Job Opportunity
recruitment in six categories: Program provides up to
$2,000 per employee for

companies creating jobs that
pay at least 15 percent
above the county average,
and another $1,000 if those
jobs fall within a designated
enterprise zone in central
and eastern Fort Myers. Man-

JOBS JoBS
PROJECTED NOW CHANGE
13 28 115%
12 14 17%
150 0 -100%
25 N/A N/A
15 0 -100%
171 0 -100%
32 16 -60%
30 70 133%
100 130 30%
54 0 -100%
240 320 33%
45 40 -11%
25 30 20%
12 4 -67%
25 0 -100%
40 0 -100%
10 15 50%
58 0 -100%
14 7 -60%
45 3 -93%
1 0 -100%
30 0 -100%
20 0 -100%
15 0 -100%
15 40 167%
24 52 117%
23 15 -35%
15 1 -93%
15 15 0%
400 N/A N/A
25 17 -32%
5 6 20%
45 35 -22%
50 61 22%
80 80 0%
14 6 -57%
1903 944 -50%
THE NEWS-PRESS

direction,” Fischer said. “The
telecom sector has come to a
screeching halt.”

D-TAC'’s decline isn't a rar-
ity.
CallTech, a global call cen-
ter, opened its Fort Myers
facility in 1999, quickly out-
lining a series of expansions
to bump the employee count
to 500. CallTech’s work force
disintegrated just as fast.
Director of recruiting Jim
Phillips said the center closed
in 2007 because of a client
reduction that coincided
with a lease expiration. Its
25,000-square-foot facility
remains vacant.

BeSafe International,
which manufactured protec-
tive vests for police officers,
spent the past month mov-
ingits operation from Fort
Myers to Miami after four

OTHER RECRUITING TOOLS

Incentives are aplenty. The

markets,

bonds.

CYAN MAGENTA

ufacturers can apply for low-
rate financing with industrial
development revenue bonds.
State programs include tax
refunds of $3,000 per full-
time job created in targeted

existing businesses to train
employees and low-rate
financing through enterprise

BLACK

years here. Flexi Internation-
al, a software company that
brought its regional office to
Lee in 2000, moved to Naples
five years later.

BeSafe and Flexi are the
types of business Lee County
wants: manufacturing and
high-tech industries that sell
products outside the region
and pay above-average
wages. They also are the
types of business Lee County
has trouble attracting and
trouble keeping.

In December, the county
hired Denver-based Atlas
Advertising to create a cam-
paign promoting Lee on a
national level. Ben Wright,
Atlas’ CEO and founder, said
losing businesses is not
uncommon as company
executives evaluate their
options.

Wright discerned that two
Floridas have emerged in
economic development, and
Lee isn't necessarily vying for
an Embraer or Scripps with
Brevard or Palm Beach,
counties that feature bigger,
better-trained work forces.

“Prospects and compa-
nies differentiate between
the west coast of Florida and
the east coast,” Wright said.
“We're not so sure we're com-
peting with the rest of the
state.”

The Economic Develop-
ment Commission of Flori-
da’s Space Coast helped bring
12 companies to Brevard
County in the past five years,
when it began tracking the
data. Lee, by comparison,
landed 14 companies in that
timeframe. Brevard’s compa-
nies generated 977 new jobs
to Lees 776.

The true difference
between Brevard and Lee are
the types of new businesses
opening shop. Brevard’s
include a glut of manufactur-
ers: aircraft, airplane parts,
medical supplies, electronics,
guided missile and rubber.
Lee’s newcomers manufac-
tured bulletproof vests,
doors, metal products and
pharmaceuticals, along with
food packaging and head-
quarters for manufacturing
and insurance firms.

County incentive

Four months after com-
missioners approved the $25
million incentive, the eco-
nomic development office is
revealing its first recommen-
dation, the expansion of a
marketing research and pub-
lic opinion polling firm. The
undisclosed company plans
to build a 70,000-square-foot
facility and create 200 jobs
over five years, each averag-
ing $60,000-a-year salaries.
Commissioners will vote
Tuesday on whether the proj-
ect merits $350,000 in incen-
tives.

Jennifer Berg, marketing
and communications man-
ager for the economic office,

tion

grants for new and
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said an 80-employee con-
sumer finance company
soon will announce it is relo-
cating here.

Moore repeatedly has stat-
ed hed rather not spend a
penny of the $25 million, call-
ing the incentives a market-
ing tool.

“The onlywayI'm going to
use the $25 million is to close
the deal,” Moore said. “T'm
not going to put it out there
on the table and say ‘please
come have as much as you
want.”

New vs. existing

In the past decade, the
economic  development
office helped 77 businesses
expand their local presence,
creating 3,403 new jobs. Just
like new companies, some
existing businesses also
closed their doors. Paragon
Marketing added 40 employ-
ees in 1999, but closed the
office three years later. Neo-
media Technologies was
going strong when the soft-
ware design company added
35 employees in 2000. The
company restructured in
2007, uprooting its world
headquarters to Atlanta so it
could “offer close contact to
potential customers and eas-
ier access to international
markets,” according to a
news release.

As the economy worsens,
Lee's economic development
office will monitor local busi-
nesses.

“Who is more loyal to this
community than the people
who are already here, have
their roots here, have their
families here and would like
to keep them here?” Moore
said.

That’s fine, but Carlene
Maurer, co-owner of Beach
Bowl near Fort Myers Beach,
admits she is struggling to
keep the business afloat, but
still wants to open a snack
shop and arcade there. Beach
Bowl, like a majority of local
businesses, does not qualify
for incentives because it's not
a target industry looking to
create 75 new jobs. Maurer
relayed her idea after The
News-Press solicited com-
ments from the public.

She suggested $100,000
grants for 250 existing busi-
nesses. That $25 million, she
said, would inject cash flow
into companies with desire
to stay in business here.

“What about us existing
businesses?” Maurer said
later in an interview. “We
might have to shut down.”

Horizon Council chair-
man John Wiest said a future
discussion can, and should,
include existing businesses
that need financial help, but
the $25 million has a one

urpose.

“That is clearly to diversify
the economy and mitigate
against future economic
problems,” he said.

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

» Site selection assistance
» Demographic and statistical informa-

* Business meetings

* Employee training and recruiting

e Community tours

» Financial assistance

* Enterprise bonds

* Industrial development revenue bonds
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A small-business county
discovers need to diversity

Quarter of Lee firms
in building and realty

BY DAVE BREITENSTEIN
dbreitenstein@news-press.com

There are big fish in the sea,
like shark, tarpon and stur-
geon.

There also are big fish in the
world of economic develop-
ment: A-list companies mov-
ing their corporate headquar-
ters or opening new research
parks.

But Lee County officials
dont fish in that ocean.

Instead, the county casts its
line in the bay, content catch-
ing a mix of smaller fish —
preferring to angle for grouper
and snapper over tuna.

“You need to fish for fish
youre more likely to catch,”
said Jim Moore, executive
director of Lee’s Economic
Development Office. “I'd
much rather have 100 50-
employee businesses than one
5,000-employee  company.
That way you have diversity.”

According to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau, Lee County had
16,945 businesses in 2006, the
latest year statistics were avail-
able. Only 22 of those compa-
nies employed more than 500.
Nearly 77 percent of all Lee
businesses employ fewer than
10 workers.

Lee has a mom-and-pop
economy, an asset in good
times because small business-
es here and there can go belly-
up with minimal effect on the
community. In Lee, that theo-
ry works against the county.
Too many of its small busi-
nesses do the same thing.

In 1998, 18.8 percent of
11,616 businesses were con-
struction, real estate and
rental companies, according
to the census. In 2006, that
proportion jumped to 25.7
percent of Lee’s 16,945 busi-
nesses.

The region’s business
growth was so intertwined
with construction that when
the industry crumbled, so did
the economy. Unemployment
in Lee hit 9.8 percent in
November as 27,958 residents
were jobless. By comparison,

SMALL-BUSINESS
COMMUNITY

Lee County had 16,945 busi-
nesses in 2006, more than half
of which employed fewer than
five workers:

* 1-4 employees: 10,161

* 5-9 employees: 2,854

* 10-19 employees: 1,844
* 20-49 employees: 1,290
* 50-99 employees: 479

* 100-249 employees: 261
* 250-499 employees: 34

* 500-999 employees: 17

* 1,000-plus employees: 5

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

the rate was 2.3 percent in
December 2005, when Lee
recorded its all-time highest
median single-family home
price of $322,300. That figure
dropped to $106,100 this
November.

“The core of our business is
not diversified,” Moore said.
“The core of our business is
not high-profit, good-wage

jobs.”
Moore’s office does not pur-
sue most mom-and-pop

shops, instead focusing on
medium-size companies that
make and sell products or
provide technical services,
and pay salaries above the
county’s average wage of
$38,272 per year.

In 2006, Dave Medinas
opened Cool-View, a Fort
Myers company that pro-
duces overhead lights for
operating rooms and head-
lights for surgeons. His busi-
ness employs five and
involves light manufacturing,
or assembly, of a high-tech
medical product, the type of
industry wanted by Lee.
Although the business is going
strong, Medinas is forced to
import a majority of his parts,
and finds it sad innovation
and manufacturing are absent
in Thomas Edison and Henry
Ford’s stomping grounds.

“It's frustrating not to be
able to buy anything here,”
Medinas said. “We need 150
parts, but we only have one
vendor from the three-coun-
ty area. It would be nice to go
down the street and find
something.”

Only 404 Lee businesses
were categorized as manu-
facturers in the census’ 2006
report, just 16 of which
employed more than 100
people. The largest is The
News-Press, listed at 600
employees by the Economic
Development Office. After a
series of layoffs, buyouts and
resignations last year, that
count dropped to 500.

Small businesses always
will be the heart of Lee Coun-
ty, firms like Benson's Grocery
in Bonita Springs. The store
has been in the DeBono fam-
ily for 31 years, and five of its
seven employees are related.

What distinguishes small
businesses from larger ones,
according to Benson’s co-
owner Allen DeBono, is a per-
sonal touch and ability to
change course at drop of a
hat. For example, when the
economy started going
south, Benson’s began offer-
ing smaller packages of meat,
knowing customers with lim-
ited resources were buying a
day or two’s worth of food
instead of a week or two.

“You have to be quick on
your feet,” DeBono said. “You
have to adjust based on the
economy and your clientele.
If youre stubborn and say,
“This is how we're going to do
it, you're going to fail.”

Bensonss stays afloat with a
time-tested business prac-
tice.

“Businesses have to get
back to treating people like
people,” DeBono said.

Meanwhile, Goodwin
Custom Stairs owner Jesse
Goodwin, who opened his
business in 2001, said he’s
behind on bills and not sure
how he’ll make payroll if the
economy doesnt turn
around quickly. He's down to
four employees, and the
company is too small to
qualify for incentives. But he,
like all small business own-
ers, has hope.

“They always say that in
the first 100 days a new pres-
ident is in office, there is a
boom,” Goodwin said. “T just
hope to last until then.”

Barack Obama’s inaugura-
tion ceremony is Jan. 20.

“They always say that in the first 100 days a new president is in
office, there is a boom. | just hope to last until then.”

— Jesse Goodwin, owner of Goodwin Custom Stairs

Lee’s leaders debate money’s fate

No consensus target
found for $25 million

BY DAVE BREITENSTEIN
dbreitenstein@news-press.com

The money — $25 million
reserved for economic
development — is there.

So, who should get it?

That’s up for debate.

The News-Press con-
vened five economy meet-
ings November, asking 38
business, education and
community leaders how to
get the best bang for our
buck. They couldn’t agree.

“Market the destination,”
suggested Will Prather,
owner of Broadway Palm
Dinner Theatre.

“We ought to use the $25
million as bait for public-

private partnerships,” said
Steve Scott, president of
LEAD Foundation, a leader-
ship group.

Lee County stipulated
that it should be spent on
high-impact  businesses,
existing or new, that pledge
to generate at least 75 high-
paying jobs and invest a sig-
nificant amount of money in
the community.

Panelists, again, dis-
agreed on whether the cash
should be spread among a
variety of businesses, or just
one whopper of a deal.

“I'd like to keep it whole,”
said Janet Watermeier, presi-
dent of Watermeier Property
Services. “I don't want to see
it piecemealed out, so that it
can make a bigger impact.”

Bob Jones, president of
Edison State College’s Fort

THE NEWS-PRESS PANELISTS

PANEL 1

» Samira Beckwith, CEO of Hope
Hospice

* David Jones, chairman of the
board for Investors’ Security Trust
Company

* Robert Jones, Lee County
campus president for Edison
State College

* Steve Koffman, a real estate
agent with Century 21 Sunbelt

* Terry McMahan, president of
Hodges University

* Harlan Parrish, president and
CEQ for retail banking with Colo-
nial Bank’s Florida West Coast
Region

PANEL 2

* Mark Blust, vice president of
marketing for Prawnbroker
Restaurant Group

 Barbara Hagen, area vice presi-
dent for Comcast

* Mike McMullan, president and
CEO of Bank of Florida Corpora-
tion

* Steve Personette, Embarqg
spokesman

* Bo Turbeville, vice president of
ACCENT Business Products

PANEL 3

» James Browder, superintendent
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of Lee County public schools

e Lalai Hamric, president and
CEO of Family Health Centers of
Southwest Florida

* Gail Markham, president of
Markham Norton Mosteller
Wright & Co.

* Jim Moore, executive director
of the Lee County Economic
Development Office

* Jim Nathan, president and
CEO of Lee Memorial Health Sys-
tem

 Will Prather, owner of Broadway
Palm Dinner Theatre

* Michael Reitmann, executive
vice president of the Lee Building
Industry Association

* Bill Valenti, president of Florida
Gulf Bank

PANEL 4

¢ Anita Cereceda, owner of The
Pier Peddler and Local Color

» Eddie Felton, executive director
of Home Ownership Resource
Center

* Brian Fulton, office manager
with Tomasso Mortgage

* Ron Hamel, executive director
of Gulf Citrus Growers Associa-
tion

* Ron Inge, president of Develop-
ment Solutions, Land Solutions,
Inc.

Myers campus, said the sim-
ple fact that Lee designated
so much money for eco-
nomic development shows
CEOs we're serious about
diversifying the economy.
But what about existing
businesses crumbling under
the recession?

“Yes, we need the incen-
tives to prove to these other
companies to get them
down here, but I'd also like to
really put a push on how can
we take the local companies
that are having problems
and help them out,” Bo
Turbeville, vice president of
Accent Business Products.

Bill Valenti, president of
Florida Gulf Bank, agrees.

“That is our engine that’s
made the economy grow,” he
said, “and that’s the engine
that will bring it back.”

» Marietta Mudgett, executive
director of the Greater Fort Myers
Chamber of Commerce

* Dennis Pearlman, president of
The Case Companies

* Steve Scott, president of LEAD
Foundation

» Steve Shimp, chairman of
Owen-Ames-Kimball

PANEL 5

* John Albion, president of the
Fort Myers Beach Chamber of
Commerce

 Wilson Bradshaw, president of
Florida Gulf Coast University

* Scot Congress, president of
Congress Jewelers

* Pam Cronin, vice president of
fun stuff at the Shell Factory &
Nature Park

* Leonardo Garcia, former CEO
of the Southwest Florida Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce

* Kitty Green, president and CEO
of The Bonita Bay Group

* David Hall, president of First
Community Bank of Southwest
Florida

* Syd Kitson, chairman of Kitson
& Partners

* Tony Lapi, president of
Rochester Resorts (Tween Waters
Inn)

* Janet Watermeier, president of
Watermeier Property Services
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BUSH

Continued from A1

public affairs at Florida Gulf Coast
University. “It is a reflection of the
current time.”

Bergerson said Bush will be ranked
in the bottom third among contem-
porary presidents — from FDR on.

Bush is saddled with an unpopular
war and the worst economic times
since the Great Depression.

“It takes time, decades,” Bergerson
said.

One former president he cites is
Dwight Eisenhower, considered for
many years as simply the eight-year
caretaker of a country basking in
calm, post-war and post-depression
years.

“You are going to be seeing Eisen-
hower rise,” Bergerson said. “He is
going to be elevated.”

In 2000, a group of 86 historians
commissioned by the Wall Street
Journal to rank the presidents placed
Ike 10th, and he continues to receive
high marks.

He is now viewed as a leader with a
strong, guiding hand, not a man rest-
ing on his World War II laurels.

Then there’s his successor, John F
Kennedy. After his assassination in
1963, his greatness was unques-
tioned. Camelot reigned. Four
decades later, much of the shine is
gone. Bringing the world to the brink
of an atomic war over Cuba has tar-
nished his image.

Bergerson said political scientists
evaluate presidential legacies in a
variety of ways:

* Leadership in national security
and national defense.

¢ Leadership in foreign policy.

* Leadership in economics.

¢ Leadership of Congress.

¢ Public opinion.

¢ Leadership of the bureaucracy
and other agencies. “Handling of Kat-
rina is one of the top areas here,”
Bergerson said, referring to the Bush
administration’s slow handling of aid
to New Orleans hurricane victims.

¢ Political leadership of the Repub-
lican Party.

*World leader.

“Some of these rise higher than
others,” Bergerson said. “It’s like a
chain. It all depends on the strength
of the weakest one.”

Historians and political scientists
aside, a president’s legacy can be
clouded by biased leanings.

Democrats will tout the positive
accomplishments, for example, for
Bill Clinton as being responsible for a
booming economy — yet casting
aside the fact he was impeached.

Republicans hail Ronald Reagan
for bringing down the Berlin Wall and
helping break up the Soviet Union.
They fail to mention Iran-Contra —
the controversy of allowing illegal
arms to rebels — or his ignoring of

the AIDS crisis.

“It really takes years,
decades to determine
this, doesn’t it?” said
Will Prather, head of
the Lee County Demo-
cratic Party.

BUSH As far as Bush, “One

Leaves office of‘t}11e thlngs}i.. it cer-
with low tainly sets the stage

for a unique opportu-
nity that we haven't
seen in generations.”

Prather said Bush’s handling of
post-9/11 was right on.

“His strength in leadership. ... He
made the commitment in ridding us
of terrorism.”

But, said Prather, there’s the Iraq
war and economic challenges.

Prather likes the way Bush is leav-
ing office.

“He has been quite humble in the
past few months and has accepted
some of the responsibilities,” he said.
“President Bush is standing on the
threshold of history with his gracious
way he is transitioning out of power. I
find that quite admirable.”

Gary Lee, Prather’s counterpart
with the Lee Republican Party, con-
cedes when Bush leaves office the
opinion of him will not be very high.

“Harry Truman is one of my
favorite comparisons,” Lee said.
“When he left office he had a terrible
approval rating. Now look at him, he’s
viewed very favorably.”

Most historians now put Truman
among the 10 best presidents.

Lee said Bush will be remembered
as a significant friend of Africa.

“His commitment to defeating AIDS
and malaria in Africa was outstanding.
He is viewed very favorably in Africa
with poll numbers in the 80s there.”

FGCU'’s Bergerson puts presidents
into two camps — those before Roo-
sevelt and the dozen since 1932.

“Since FDR the change in the pres-
idency has been dramatic,” Berger-
son said. “The whole idea of the pres-
idency was transformed by FDR.
Before him, there is a limited amount
of information available about the
president.”

Roosevelt opened up the world to
the White House with his “fireside
chats” on the radio, then came televi-
sion, debates, the Internet, Blackber-
ries and Twitter.

Compare that to the era before Lin-
coln, when it might have taken weeks
before anyone even knew who was
elected president.

In the waning hours of his two
terms in office, Bush can do little to
change how he will be perceived
unless Osama Bin Laden is captured,
peace arrives in the Mideast and the
economy suddenly becomes robust.

While we wait for those pieces of
history to sort themselves over time,
George W. Bush becomes just like
his 42 predecessors — an ex-presi-
dent.

approval rating

Borders prep for spread
of Mexico drugviolence

The Associated Press

— If Mexican
drug violence spills across the U.S.
border, Homeland Security officials
say they have a contingency plan to
assist border areas that includes
bringing in the military.

“It's a common-sense extension of
our continued work with our state,
local, and tribal partners in securing
the southwest border,” DHS spokes-
woman Amy Kudwa said Friday.

Homeland Security Secretary
Michael Chertoff, who described the
contingency plan in an interview
with The New York Times this week,
said he ordered specific plans to be
drawn up this summer as violence in
Mexico continued to mount.

The plan includes federal home-
land security agents helping local
authorities and maybe even military
assistance from the Department of
Defense, possibly including aircraft,
armored vehicles and special teams
to go to areas overwhelmed with vio-
lence, authorities said.

Kudwa would not give specifics on
the so-called “surge” plan, but said it
does not create any new authorities.

In the last year, more than 5,000
people have been killed and police
and military officials have become
common targets for violent drug car-
tels who are fighting with each other
and the government for control of
lucrative drug and human smuggling
routes across Mexico.

More than one-fifth of the deaths
have occurred in Ciudad Juarez, the
hardscrabble border city just across
the Rio Grande from El Paso.

Officials in Mexico reported about
1,600 homicides in Juarez in 2007 and
at least 20 people have been killed in
the first nine days of this year.

To date, there has been no signifi-
cant violent spillover from the drug
war in Mexico, but U.S. authorities
have spent a tense year watching and
waiting.

In October, Hidalgo County offi-
cials issued fully automatic weapons
to deputies patrolling the river in the
Rio Grande Valley. Sheriff Lupe Trevi-
no also authorized his deputies to
return fire across the border if smug-
glers or other criminals took aim at
them.

In El Paso, the country’s largest

border community and one of the
safest metropolitan areas in the
nation, Sheriff Richard Wiles said that
while he doesn’t anticipate the city or
county being overwhelmed by border
violence he applauded the DHS plan
to quickly respond if the worst should
happen.

“I think it's appropriate for the fed-
eral government to have a contin-
gency plan all the way up to the worst
case scenario,” Wiles said.

The contingency plan was news to
most border states.

“At this point, DHS has not con-
tacted the California National Guard
to bring any forces ... to support first
responders, i.e. (U.S.) Border Patrol,
at the border in California,” California
National Guard spokesman Jonathan
Guibord said Friday.

He said National Guard officials in
California know only “what’s been
publicized” about the plan, but
added that state military officials rou-
tinely train and prepare to respond to
any order from Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger or the president.

Katherine Cesinger, a spokes-
woman for Texas Gov. Rick Perry, said
Texas officials were briefed on the
plan but were not consulted before-
hand about a plan to fight Mexican
drug cartels on the 2,000-mile U.S.
border, more than half of which is in
Texas.

Cesinger said the state has its own
specific security plans for each area of
the Texas border should violence
from Mexico become an issue. She
declined to give specifics of those
plans.

Officials with New Mexico’s
Department of Homeland Security
and Emergency Management said
they are in constant contact with fed-
eral Homeland Security officials but
weren't aware of any specific security
plan that could include Department
of Defense assets.

“We haven't seen a specific opera-
tional plan for a specific region or
specific threat. The use of Defense
Department resources ... would have
to be an extreme situation,” said Tim
Manning, the New Mexico Homeland
Security director.

Homeland Security officials did
not respond to questions about
which local or state agencies were
notified about the surge plan.
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Sites serve as Southwest Florida

history warehouses.
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xﬂ News-Press | The Inauguration of Barack Obama

news-
press.com

Our coverage of
the inauguration
starting Monday
will include:
Blogs: Reporter
Janine Zeitlin and
Southwest Florida’s
Wiill Prather will be
on the ground in
Washington.
Photo galleries:
Click on hundreds
of photos — from
preparations, the

OF A DREAM

Raheem Morris, 32, will be
In charge as Tampa Bay regroups.
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) news=press.com View photo galleries, including St. Andrew Festival, Jazz on the G_reen
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The boom,
the hust...
and now?

The top 10 issues

f ! 5 OUR ECONDDY
R Lee must address L AeN DREcTon
entertainment.

Video stories: We
will provide reports
on Southwest Flori-
da residents who
are riding a bus to
the inauguration.
Live video: We

to turn it around

BY DAVE
BREITENSTEIN
dbreitenstein
@news-press.com

THE SERIES

As Lee County’s

economy continues to
tumble, The News-Press

will have live o h h
streaming video No community is perfect. S exploring the commu-
feeds throughout Like everybody else, Lee nity’s economic failures,

the inauguration.
Live chats: Mon-
day (9:30 a.m.)
with Paul Reynolds
of the Lee County
Republican Execu-
tive Committee on

County has its share of
problems: an economy too
dependent on real estate
and tourism, a work force
with below-average educa-
tion levels and land that's

achievements and
assets through a series
of news stories, panel
discussions and video
presentations. The proj-
ect will identify possible
solutions as Lee looks

George Bush’s suited for homes, not  toward recovery inthe
legacy; (noon) industry. coming months and
Professor Marsa Left unchecked during ye?_ris. . .
Detscher of Edison ere is a series run-
State College with the boom, those problems down:

pre-inauguration
analysis; Tuesday

festered. And when that

boom fizzled, the economy

JAN. 11 — Millions:
Lee’s economic devel-

(2 p.m.) Professor crashed ha¥d. opment office was given
Marsa Detscher of “Everything got so good,” $25 million for business
Edison State Col- said David Jones, board recruitment and expan-

lege on post-inau-

chairman of

Investors’

sion, but the agency has

guration analysis. struggled to attract new

Security Trust Co. and exec-

Games: Play ; ; industries.
Obama trivia or gﬁ}’f C[())g(;ie%snoi; e?;i Fl(ﬂ%ﬁg TODAY — Prob-
match his Cabinet . .ty. lems: A string of chal-
picks with their region was playing the lenges looms as the
offices. cards it dealt you, and you  community regroups,
kept having, demographi-  problems that must be
news- cally, people retiring and addressed before resur-
ress.com cog}eil (é(;zvnvl\ll(;ge. ever :ﬁ;ting the local econo-
mauQuratlon KINFAY MOROTI/THE NEWS-PRESS moment of real urgency. We JAN. 25 — Ideas:

The community is down,
but not out, thanks to a
few key assets that posi-
tion Lee County well for
a return to prosperity.

JAN. 26 — Solu-
tions: The News-Press
will feature a daily solu-
tion each day this week,
using ideas generated
by residents and com-
munity leaders.

Click on our spe-
cial inauguration
page with more
photo galleries,
video, interactive
graphics and the
latest headlines.

COMING
TUESDAY

The News-Press

Susan C. Tull and her sons Kyle Myvett, left, and Rick Flowers followed Barack Obama’s presiden-
tial bid. Tull and Flowers will attend the inauguration with Tull’'s granddaughter, Kyrah Myvett, 3.

The rails deliver
president-elect
todawn of an era

have finally reached that
moment.”

A rash of foreclosures put
Lee No. 1 in the nation as 76
homes were foreclosed
upon every day last year —
that’s a whole neighbor-
hood, gone, every day. By
November, the unemploy-
ment rate hit 9.8 percent as
thousands searched for jobs

SW Floridians to brave
chill, witness history

BY JANINE ZEITLIN

will publish a jzeitin@news-press.com that no longer exist. Con-
commemq(ative The Associated Press struction came to an abrupt E-MA”_ US
EXTRA edition About a thousand miles from Fort halt as builders pulled just Why is Lee County’s

after Barack
Obama is sworn in
as the president.

— Invoking hope and his-
tory, President-elect Barack Obama rolled

482 permits for new single-
family homes in Lee for all

Myers, millions will jam the nation’s Capi-

economy in such bad
tol to see Barack Obama become the

shape? How and when

ot il 55 STl () nation’s 44th — and first African-Ameri- into the capital city Saturday night pledging of 2008. will it get better?
purchase the can — president Tuesday. to help bring the nation “a new Declaration The News-Press panelists Send your comments
EXTRA throughout Among the mass will be many South- of Independence” and promising to rise to identify problems and offer to economy@news-
Southwest Florida. west Florida residents, likely shivering, as the stern challenges of the times. He kicked solutions on Page A18. press.com.

they brave a predicted temperature that
will hover in the low 20s.
Some will fly there and sleep soundly at

off a four-day inaugural celebration with a
daylong rail trip, retracing the path Abra-
ham Lincoln took in 1861.

news-press.com/economy

the Ritz. Others will drive the 16-hour trek Obama began his day in Philadelphia, MULTIMEDIA: YOUR VIEWS: BLOG: Read

and crash on a church floor or in a cheap where he said the young nation had faced Watch a special ~ Read the numer-  posts of local

i motel. its “first true test” as a fragile democracy. He presentation on  ous e-mails and  business lead-

Most don’t have tickets to see Obama ended it in Washington, where his own tests = the state of the letters that have  ers’ ideas for

REPORTING sworn in after 11:30 a.m. They may catch await after his inauguration Tuesday. Southwest Flori-  come to us from  improving  the

Janine Zeitlin and glimpses on the 20-plus Jumbotrons on The president-in-waiting drew on a grand giﬁ?;offé’t s: readers aboutfix-  economic  out-
X CC . . . . : ing our economy look.

Kinfay Moroti will the National Mall. heritage of American giants as he appealed Search foreclo- and click on the PANELISTS:

travel with South- Still, they're going to feel part of history. “not to our easy instincts but to our better | g,res  housing  link to send in  See the faces

west Floridians for They're going to see a barrier over- angels,” an echo of Lincoln's first inaugural = permits and  your ideas. and read quotes

Barack Obama’s come. A dream fulfilled. A promise of address. He took note of the enormous chal- industry informa- COMMUNITY from the experts

I Mo b change rise. lenges that lie ahead and promised to act = tion and more. CONVERSA-  who visited The

SRR VIDEO: Watch  TION: Read edi-  News-Press and

Moroti covered
Obama’s nomina-
tion at the Democ-
ratic National Con-
vention. Staff writer
Zeitlin has report-
ed on what the
election has meant
to Southwest
Floridians.

See CEREMONY A14

See OBAMA A14

MORE INSIDE ON THE HISTORIC INAUGURATION OF BARACK OBAMA

* Obama and Lincoln: 148 years apart, the two presidents’ paths are similar, A13 ¢ From Hawaii
to Harvard: The making of the 44th president of the United States, A13 ¢ Young and old alike,
Southwest Floridians will be on hand in Washington for this historic moment, A15 * Fort Myers
businessman Will Prather blogs from Washington, A15

His path to freedom was forged, state says

Fort Myers inmate
almost beat the rap

BY PAT GILLESPIE
pgillespie@news-press.com

A convicted armed rob-
ber is being investigated
for forgery after authentic-
looking documents order-
ing his release from prison
were found to be fake.

Raynaldo Ray Quiroga,
24, of Fort Myers, has been

news-press.com/
crime

Online only: Read official doc-
uments on this case filed by
Lee County Clerk of Court
Criminal Division.

serving a 10-year prison
sentence since 2005 for a
2004 armed robbery at the
Penny Saver Supermarket
on Ortiz Avenue. It's unclear
if Quiroga will face addi-
tional charges, but he is
being investigated by sever-

al agencies

across the
state  now
that the

scheme was
| foiled.
] On Jan. 9,
I the Lee
County
Clerk of
Court received an authen-
tic-looking signed order to
release Quiroga from
prison dated Dec. 4, an
accompanying document
that records a phony Dec.

QUIROGA

4 court hearing when the
order was supposedly
signed and fake docu-
ments from the Florida
Department of Correc-
tions asking for the clerk to
resubmit the order so
Quiorga could be released.

“Right now, we believe
everything was forged,”
said corrections depart-
ment spokeswoman Gretl
Plessinger.

Several Lee deputy clerks

See FORGERY A2

excerpts from the
conversations
from our pan-
elists.

torials, letters to
the editor, guest
opinion columns.

participated in
panels to brain-
storm and pro-
pose solutions.

Israel ends hostilities,
butwon't leave Gaza

achieved its goals and

The Associated Press

— Israel
implemented a unilateral
cease-fire early Sunday in
its 22-day offensive that
turned Gaza neighbor-
hoods into battlegrounds
and dealt a stinging blow
to the Islamic militants of
Hamas. But Israeli troops
will stay in the Palestinian
territory for now and
Hamas threatened to keep
fighting until they leave.

In announcing

more.

the

cease-fire late Saturday,

Prime

Minister
Olmert said Israel had

Ehud

“Hamas was hit hard, in
its military arms and in its
government institutions.
Its leaders are in hiding
and many of its men have
been killed,” Olmert said.

Israel
offensive Dec. 27 to stop
years of rocket fire from
Gaza at southern Israeli
towns. But the rockets did
not stop coming through-
out the assault. Militants
fired about 30 rockets into

launched the

See CEASE-FIRE A2
See U.S. reaction A4
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The News-Press consulted with 38 business and community leaders to identify the community’s
biggest problems, and the panels were anxious to discuss possible solutions. Ten issues stood out:

bl

1. Diversification

The key to solid investing is creating a diversified port-
folio. A healthy mix of stocks, bonds, mutual funds and
cash is the best strategy to protect investors.

The same holds true for a community. Lee County’s
portfolio, however, is a two-headed monster. Real
estate/construction and tourism drive the local economy.
That was a good strategy during boom years, but when
the real estate bubble popped, Lee’s economy tumbled.

“The one-man band doesn’t do so well when the one-
man band gets cold,” said Jim Moore, executive director
for Lee’s economic development office.

Jim Nathan, president of Lee Memorial Health System,
equates the rapid collapse to a factory closure.

“If you use construction and real estate as our General
Motors plant, our Procter & Gamble, when our General
Motors plant shut down, it shut the whole community
down,” Nathan said. “That’s the lack of diversity. We were
around a single industry.”

The real estate collapse had a trickle-down effect. With
fewer homes under construction, carpenters, electri-
cians, plumbers and roofers were jobless. Mortgage and
title companies downsized because they had less work. In
turn, those laid off workers stopped eating out and buying
clothing, so restaurants and stores laid off employees.
Those out-of-work residents could not afford a new TV or
vehicle, so electronics stores and car dealerships cut costs
by trimming the work force.

“In a downturn, it's usually the lower-level positions
because people who have less education and less experi-
ence are the first to be laid off,” said Barbara Hartman,
communications representative for the Career and Ser-
vice Centers of Southwest Florida. “It's affecting every-
body now.

“No one is immune.”

Tourism also is down, but not out. The Lee County
Convention and Visitors Bureau reports tourists are
spending less on visits, and nearly six in 10 are staying
with friends and family instead of paid accommodations.

John Delaney, former Jacksonville mayor and soon-to-
be chancellor of Florida’s university system, said the state
must abandon a mindset that tourism can sustain a com-
munity. Tourism dollars should be a bonus, not the base,
for a community’s economic engine.

“That’s free money,” Delaney said during a December
visit to Naples. “They typically don't get arrested, they
don’t send kids to school, theyre spending money in our
restaurants and things like that.

“It’s the icing on the cake.”

2. Overbuilding

Southwest Florida's housing frenzy of the early 2000s
drove up prices, and construction workers couldn't build
homes and strip malls fast enough. But families and
investors bought above their means, and now are paying
the price. Last year, 27,886 Lee County homes entered the
foreclosure process, 11 times as many as in 2006.

As of Friday, there were 10,707 single-family homes,
5,012 condominiums or villas, 684 multifamily homes
and 278 mobile homes for sale in Lee County. Some fore-
closures are included in that data.

Homes are selling again, 600 of them in November, but
the median sales price dipped to $106,100 for a single-
family home, according to the Florida Association of Real-
tors. It's the lowest mark since March 2000.

Denny Grimes, a real estate agent who writes a column
for The News-Press, said a six-month inventory of homes
on the market is ideal. Presently, it's a 14-month supply, a
stash that could snowball once a backlog of foreclosures
emerges from the court system.

The solution is simple: Clear out that inventory and get
back to a six-month supply. That takes time, said Steve
Koffman, a real estate agent with Century 21 Sunbelt. The
region can speed up that process by creating new jobs so
people have a reason to move down here, Koffman said,
and marketing the low prices to baby boomers up north
who are nearing retirement.

Simply selling homes isn't the answer. It’s critical to put
people inside those houses, Koffman says, people who
hold down jobs and spend money at local businesses.

“Unless we occupy them, put a body in them, whether
they are renting it or buying it, we still have vacant inven-
tory sitting there,” Koffman said. “That’s not going to help
the neighbors. That's not going to help the economy.”

3. Clusters

Every shopping mall has anchor stores, like Macy’s or
J.C. Penney, that draw hordes of customers. Those shop-
pers then pop into smaller stores while they’re at the mall.

Communities have anchors, too. Walt Disney World,
for example, ignited the Orlando area, now home to mul-
tiple theme parks, water parks, tourist attractions and
entertainment venues. Banks, restaurants, hotels and
retailers then clustered in Central Florida, thriving off mil-
lions of tourists and the residents serving them.

Melbourne’s anchor is the space program. Pensacola
has its vast military presence.

Lee County has ... Tough to answer. It has tourism, but
there isn't that year-round, stable anchor that keeps the
community running through thick and thin.

Solutions vary, from being a leader in green energies or
pharmaceuticals to creating a hub for geriatric research,
playing off the region’s demographics. One business often
leads to two, which double to four, and so on.

“They tend to cluster together, such as Silicon Valley,”
said Gail Markham, president of the local accounting firm
Markham Norton Mosteller Wright & Co. “We can do that
here.”

Getting started, Moore says, is the difficult part. With-
out a reputation for excelling in a particular industry, Lee
County isn't on the national radar. It just takes one or two
successful businesses to start a cluster.

“To walk 1,000 miles, you've got to take that first step,”
Moore said.
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Ups and downs of our economy

Lee County’s economy is either really good, or really bad.
We're enduring the negative now, but fixing a few key problems
can help create a better tomorrow.
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4. Regulations

Lee County has zoning regulations, permitting agen-
cies and oversight boards that monitor growth. It assesses
impact fees and employs numerous building codes and
design specifications. Rules and codes help ensure unifor-
mity and safety, but they’re also a turnoff.

“Our ability to have a company come in and turn a
shovel is impaired,” said Ron Inge, president of Develop-
ment Solutions, Land Solutions Inc. “We haven't gotten a
second look from some companies because they know it
will take too long.”

The solution, Inge says, is reducing paperwork and cre-
ating hard-and-fast timelines to approve projects, and
eliminating some regulations that border on ridiculous.

Lee is not alone in regulation standards. Harlan Parrish,
president and CEO for retail banking with Colonial Bank’s
Florida West Coast Region, hit a roadblock in Collier.

“They wanted a certain amount of windows in a bank
building, which means I had to put a faux window in a
vault,” Parrish said. “It’s ridiculous. I own land down there,
but we will not build another facility in Collier County
until it eases.

“Most of our growth will be in Lee, Charlotte, Sarasota,
Bradenton and on up.”

Inge hopes Lee County uses the economic slowdown
to revise its regulations and streamline permitting.

9. Leadership

Lee County voters elect a county commission. Voters in
each municipality elect city council members. There’s also
a county economic development office, Smart Growth
agency, regional planning council, state university and
the Horizon Council, a who's who of area leaders.

Each agency has leadership qualities, but which is
leading? None serve as the economy point-man, a person
or group that is in charge of the whole mission.

The News-Press’ panelists did not agree on who should
lead our economic revolution.

“I think the Horizon Council is a natural because you
have a public-private partnership there,” Markham said,
referring to the group that consists of local government,
education and business executives.

Michael Reitmann, executive vice president of the Lee
Building Industry Association, believes the Horizon
Council does not represent the average Lee resident.

“It's not encompassing the broad-based community
and it's not encompassing the people who go out to vote,”
said Reitmann, who suggested FGCU could coordinate
€Conomic recovery.

FGCU PresidentWilson Bradshaw touts the university’s
fiscal impact on the region, estimated at $389 million
annually, but did not commiit to taking a leadership role.

The Horizon Council proposed a $25 million incentive
for business recruitment and expansion. Commissioners
approved the program, then delegated the legwork to
their economic development office.

Kitty Green, president and CEO of The Bonita Bay
Group, said elected officials are part of the answer, but not
the answer.

“It's not just the guys sitting in those chairs,” Green said.
“It's us. We could get together and figure out what our
vision is for this area.”

6. Regionalism

Southwest Florida consists of Collier, Lee and Char-
lotte counties, according to Enterprise Florida, the
state’s equivalent of an economic development office.

Wl cYAN MAGENTA
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FGCU also includes Hendry and Glades counties
because of their proximity. Sarasota, DeSoto and Man-
atee counties were included in forums sponsored by
the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council.

There is no clear-cut definition of Southwest Flori-
da. The region is a potpourri, encompassing poverty-
stricken farming communities in Hendry, where its
11.9 percent unemployment rate tops the state. It
includes multimillion dollar beachfront mansions in
Collier, the second home for many of America’s rich
and famous. It stretches north, south, east and west.

“It is not defined by political boundaries,” said Ken
Heatherington, executive director of the regional
planning council. “Southwest Florida can extend to
Tampa Bay and Bartow, depending on what the issue
is.”

Tourism, for example, is a coastal issue, while agri-
culture mostly is an inland concern.

Some companies have fled Lee for greener pastures
in Collier, and vice versa. Sarasota city and county
recently tried to lure the Boston Red Sox from its
spring training home in Fort Myers. Sarasota also
made a pitch for the Baltimore Orioles, a team Lee
actively is recruiting.

What's good for one city or county is good for the
region. Richard Pegnetter, dean of FGCU'’s Lutgert Col-
lege of Business, said one county cannot stand alone
in its quest to recruit new industries, not when regions
like Southeast Florida and Central Florida are consoli-
dating their efforts. That larger pull increases their
bargaining power.

“Within that circle, we can recruit a work force,”
Pegnetter said. “(Businesses) don't care if it cuts across
county lines. They just want to know if we can do it.”

7. Educated work force

Seemingly every business in town displayed “help
wanted” signs in December 2005, when unemploy-
ment dipped to 2.5 percent. That’s what many econo-
mists deem full employment — everybody who want-
ed a job had a job. Now, they’re out of work again.

“If you really started to take a look at the root, these
were not long-term, sustainable, benefits-oriented,
business-oriented, community-building type jobs,”
Nathan said. “They were short-term, temporary, serv-
ice economy, part-time positions.”

The types of careers county leaders want here —
high-paying, high-skill jobs — require college degrees.
That’s where Lee falls short. About 32.1 percent of Lee
adults have earned degrees; the national average is
34.9 percent.

Lee County has eight colleges, none of which can
switch on and off academic programs at the drop of a
hat. Cathy Duff, acting associate provost at FGCU, said
staff first analyzes student and market demand. Then,
the university must identify funding sources, develop
a curriculum and gain state approval, later hiring new
faculty. It’s a process that takes two to three years,
meaning the timeline from inception to graduation
can be six to seven years. That doesn’t mean the cur-
riculum is outdated, though.

“All programs go through a constant phase of
assessment and regeneration as technology changes,”
Dulff said.

Career preparatory programs in high schools also
cannot respond quick enough.

“The longer I'm in the business, the more I realize
we are reactionary,” said Lee County Superintendent
James Browder. “Today;, I can tell you this: 50 percent
of the jobs that will be available in five years, we don’t
even know about.”

Browder gives an example.

“Four years ago, we started three comprehensive
high schools,” he said. “One of our biggest programs
was construction and trade. Today, kids are still taking
those programs, but there are no jobs for them.”

Browder said he frequently reviews lists of high-
demand careers, striving to create programs based on
those forecasts.

8. Land

There’s plenty of vacant land in Lee County to build
a single-family home. It’s not so easy for businesses. A
property search through Lee’s economic development
office revealed just 68 properties larger than 10 acres
are for sale. About half are near I-75 between Alico
Road and Daniels Parkway:.

Many large parcels east of the interstate contain
protected wetlands. Lehigh Acres was platted in quar-
ter-acre and half-acre residential lots, making it diffi-
cult for prospective companies needing large parcels.

“We don't have flexibility in those urban areas
because of those plots,” said Wayne Daltry, Lee’s Smart
Growth director.

For years, there’s been talk of consolidating vacant
lots into large commercial properties, but Daltry said
Florida statutes prevent government agencies from
using eminent domain for economic development.
One unwilling seller on an otherwise barren street
takes that entire neighborhood out of consideration.

Without consolidation, Lehigh will remain a bed-
room community, absent the industry and jobs to
build its own economy. Cape Coral is the same
way.“People don’t know, Cape Coral used to have a ton
of trees on it, but they bulldozed them down and made
canals, and made it a dream land,” said Steve Personette,
a Cape resident and Embarq spokesman. “It was all about
land. We made it a tourist destination, and then we made
it a snowbird heaven for the second home.”

In addition to those 68 commercial properties for sale,
Moore said companies looking to relocate can have their
pick of vacant facilities or leased land scattered across Lee
County.

See ECONOMY A19
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Day Specials!
Today through Tuesday,
January 18-20

extra 50% off

all kids' clearance

for Infants, Girls 2-16 & Boys 2-20
Orig. $14-$105, clearance 10.50-78.75,
special 5.25-39.37.

50% off
regular prices

Carter's® Starters for Infants
Satin Hanger by
First Impressions for Infants
greendog® for Infants,
Girls 2-16 & Boys 2-7

Limited quantities.

3

Plus, more great savings today
through Sunday, January 25

25% off
regular prices

Infant collections from Polo, GUESS,
DKNY, Apple Bottoms, Baby Phat,
Puma, Sean John and Ed Hardy

40% off
regular prices

Carter’s for Infants
Short playwear sets for Infants,
Girls 2-6x & Boys 2-7
Dresses for Infants & Girls 2-16

40% off offers exclude collections.
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macys.com

SALE PRICES & EVENT VALID AT ALL MACY’S STORES IN FLORIDA
EXCEPT WEST PALM BEACH MALL.

REG. AND ORIG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES, AND SAVINGS MAY NOT
BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT
DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. SALE PRICES IN EFFECT JANUARY 18-25,
2009, EXCEPT AS NOTED. EXTRA 50% OFF ALL KIDS' CLEARANCE & 50%
OFF REG. PRICES FOR CARTER'S® STARTERS, SATIN HANGER AND
GREENDOG® VALID JANUARY 18-20, 2009. Orig./Now and Special
Purchase items will remain at advertised prices after the event and are
available while supplies last. Sales apply to selected items only. Everyday
Values are excluded from “sales” and coupons/Macy’s Card savings. This
advertisement applies to Macy's stores in Florida. Prices and merchandise
may differ on macys.com. Advertised items may not be available at your local
Macy's, and selections may vary. Some Reg./Sale items in this ad may have
been permanently reduced for clearance after this ad was finalized. Specials:
Savings pass/Macy’s Credit Card discount offer not valid on specials. Limited
quantities. Selection varies by store. Some items may be available at selected
stores only. No special orders and/or rainchecks. Floor sample stock may be
included. Intermediate markdowns may have been taken. Advertised
merchandise may be offered in future sale events.
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9. Taxes

Florida is great for the
working class, which pays
no state income tax and no
sales tax on prepackaged
food. But somebody has to
pay the bills, a burden that
falls on property owners
and businesses. Florida’s tax
structure has been the sub-
ject of debates for decades
but the budget crisis is
renewing that discussion.

“We need to come
together to find ways to
grow and diversify our

BLACK
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region’s economy,” said U.S.
Rep. Connie Mack, R-Fort
Myers. “We can do this by
tapping into the varied
resources we have available
right here in our region,
keeping taxes and impact
fees low as a way to bring
companies into Southwest
Florida, and working with
local colleges and universi-
ties to tap into our students’
full potential.”

Tom Fliss, president of
AGI/VR Wesson Inc. in
Cape Coral, said his com-
pany pays $60,000 per year
in tangible personal prop-
erty taxes on heavy
machinery needed to pro-
duce cutting tools for alu-
minum and steel. That’s
added up to $600,000
since his company moved
from Wisconsin. Fliss said
it's not surprising Lee
County, or Florida for that
matter, has difficulty

Beautiful, natural light for

Jfashioned skylights.

The Solar-Powered Attic
Fan That Pays For Itself

"+ Hurricane Tested & Approved
~ * We Specialize in Tile Roofs

'@ SOLATUBE.
" The Miracle Skylight

=« Fits All Roof Types
* Easily Installs In 2 Hours

CALL TODAY FOR FREE INFORMATION or visit our website:
WWW.SOLARSOLUTIONSWFL.COM

a fraction of the cost of old=""

attracting manufacturers.

“I don't see how anybody
with a lot of equipment can
come to Florida and justify
it,” he said.

Weather brought Fliss’
company here, a similar
draw for Prestige Packaging
in Fort Myers. Director of
manufacturing Kent Lewis
said the company paid
nearly $1 million in reloca-
tion costs and government
fees to move from Detroit to
Fort Myers.

“Some of the codes down
here are excessive, and I
think at times are cost-pro-
hibitive,” he said. “It doesn't
seem business-friendly in
some cases.”

10. Destination

With  picture-perfect
weather and sparkling
beaches, Lee is a fantastic
destination for tourists.

That has not translated
into a major destination for
business travelers. At 42,000
square feet, Harborside
Event Center in Fort Myers
pales in comparison to the
Orange County Convention
Center, which boasts 2.1
million square feet of con-
vention space and 500,000
square feet of meeting
space.

Orlando’s complex is
hosting two events this
week: a surf expo drawing

16,200 people and a gun
show drawing 43,000. Last
year, the center hosted 1
million convention partici-
pants who spent an average
of $1,400 while in town,
according to deputy general
manager Kathy Canning.

This week’s events at Har-
borside include a private
celebration for local Com-
cast staff, and a public
bridal show, senior expo
and woodcarving exposi-
tion. Several area hotels,
including the  Hyatt
Regency Coconut Point and
Sanibel Harbour Resort &
Spa, also have facilities
capable of hosting small- to
medium-sized groups.

Orange County didn't just
construct a giant center off
the cuff, Canning said. It
gradually built bigger facili-
ties as conventions drew
larger crowds, expansions
made possible as Orlando
International Airport added
flights and more business-
class hotels and attractions
opened southwest of down-
town.

Jack Wilda, 78, of North
Fort Myers believes Lee can-
not compete with Orlando,
Tampa and Miami without
a larger convention center.
Wilda belongs to the
Caloosa Clowns Alley,
which tried to host the
Southeast Clown Associa-
tion convention locally, but
found no suitable space at a
reasonable price.

“There is a difference
between a convention cen-
ter and a hotel that can han-
dle a convention,” Wilda
said.
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It’s a new year. Start it off right with solid savings solutions.
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SUNTRUST

Live Solid. Bank Solid."

If there’s one resolution to keep this year, becoming a better saver is it. SunTrust makes it easy for
you with Get Started Savings®™, CDs, money market accounts, and IRAs — reliable savings tools that
can help you live solid. To take charge of your finances in ’09 and build a stronger foundation, visit
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Baltimore’s Birds aren't here justyet ..o
J y remain open.
Other bidderS, Upgrades Palms Park for the team. Lauderdale on a year-to- months with Sarasota and Tlhere,s d
aesilliobe deatwi (o Cormiionr Ry s e e Coung . Yo b et cmmit oG
estimate, butis not sharingit.  officials about moving the long-term leases with any between the

BY GLENN MILLER
gmiller@news-press.com

“Not at liberty to tell you
at this time,” Judah said.
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team here, perhaps by 2012.
That's when the Boston

Butterfly Estates in Fort Myers
houses thousands of butterflies.

community.

“Our options remain
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The cost will hinge on Red Sox are scheduled to open,” Orioles spokesman LaUderdale

Convincing the Baltimore whatimprovements the Ori- move into a new spring Greg Bader said. “There’s a .
Orioles to relocate spring oles will ask the county to training home in south Lee, dialogue between the club  that will con-
training headquarters to Lee  make. leaving City of Palms Park and Fort Lauderdale that . ”
County will have a cost. What do the Orioles want? vacant during spring train- will continue.” tinue.

No estimates have been “I'm not at liberty to tell ing.
made public as tohowmuch  you that,” Judah said. The Orioles, who also See ORIOLES A10 — (Greg Bade,
it will take to ready City of The Orioles train in Fort have had talks in recent Also see spring training A10 Orioles spokesman

REINVENTING OUR ECONOMY: A VISION FOR THE FUTURE

Lee has hidden strengths
Existing

may pave
the way

BY DAVE BREITENSTEIN

dbreitenstein@news-press.com

The economy is grim, but
Lee County won't disinte-
grate into a ghost town.

The community has an
arsenal of assets that can be
used to rebuild Lee, includ-
ing nice weather, a strong
airport and the state’s
fastest-growing university;,
say local business leaders.
Even the real estate melt-
down has a plus side: Thou-
sands of houses and condos
are available at discounts.

Those strengths can help
propel the county into new
industries that mean job
growth and a more bal-
anced economy.

Already, Lee is delving
into technologies such as
solar power, biomedicine
and green research.

But any transformation
will take a strong vision and
hard work.

“You can't just want it in
your heart,” said Doug
Gyure, owner of S4] Manu-
facturing Services in Cape
Coral. “You have to do
something about it.”

Starting Monday, The
News-Press will explore five
tactics that can diversify —
and thus enhance — Lee’s
stagnant economy. Ideas
include green technology,
international tourism and
trade, medical research,

See ECONOMY A11
Also see tourism A11

ABOUT THE SERIES

As Lee County’s economy continues to
tumble, The News-Press is exploring the
community’s economic failures, achieve-
ments and assets through a series of
news stories, panel discussions and video
presentations.

The project will identify possible solutions
as Lee looks toward recovery in the com-
ing months and years.

Here is a series rundown:

Jan. 11 — Millions: Lee’s economic devel-
opment office was given $25 million for

Jan. 18 — Problems: A string of chal-
lenges looms as the community regroups,
problems that must be addressed before
resurrecting the local economy.

Today — Ideas: The community is down,
but not out, thanks to some key assets
and a willingness to develop new indus-
tries.

Jan. 26 — Solutions: The News-Press will
feature a solution each day this week,
using ideas generated by residents and
community leaders.

" OUR ECONOMY:

ANEW DIRECTION ¢

business recruitment and expansion, but
the agency has struggled to attract new
industries.

news-press.com/economy: We have special coverage on our Web site.

YOUR VIEWS: Read the numerous e-mails and letters that have come to us from readers about fixing our economy and click on the link to
send in your ideas. VIDEO: Watch excerpts from the conversations from our panelists. PANELISTS: See the faces and read quotes from the
experts who visited The News-Press and participated in panels to brainstorm and propose solutions. COMMUNITY CONVERSATION: Read
editorials, letters to the editor, guest opinion columns. MULTIMEDIA: Watch a special presentation about ideas that will help Lee County in
the effort to improve the economic outlook. DATABASES: Search foreclosures, housing permits and industry information and more.

NOTICE
TO OUR
READERS

The New York
Times crossword
scheduled to
appear in Satur-
day’s newspaper
appears today on

Avyear later, gunshots at day care resound | 3

Children, adufts alike remain
traumatized by the horrors

BY DENES HUSTY lli
dhusty@news-press.com

center, when a
{ young mother was
killed, the emotion-
al scars remain.

On Jan. 25, 2008,
at Bobbie Noonan’s
Child Care, teacher

Christine Lozier-

45, broke into the day care, police
said, and shot her. They were in the
midst of a bitter divorce.

The killing shocked the commu-
nity and caused Bobbie Noonan’s
and other day cares throughout
Southwest Florida to review and
improve security measures.

A mother grieves every day for

Miss America crown

BY DAYNA HARPSTER
dharpster@news-press.com

No matter the fact she
finished fifth, Miss Florida
Sierra Minott
was a winner
to parish- |
ioners at the
First Christ-
ian Church
of Fort
Myers, who
gathered to
watch the
Miss Ameri-
ca pageant
live in the
church sanctuary Saturday
night.

In fact, they'd been cheer-
ing her on every Sunday for
a month.

“We've been putting her
picture up on the screens
during our worship service
and praying for her,” said
Pastor Gary Cox, to a crowd

MINOTT
Friends cheer
Fort Myers
resident

See MISS AMERICA A3

Her job
1s to put
people
to work

In these tough times,

assistance essential

BY DAN WARNER
dwarner@news-press.com

One day not so long ago,
Jim Helms dropped by his
boss’ office to report that
hed just been on the phone
with Barbara Hartman “and
she said to say hello.”

“But, she still likes me
best,” Helms made sure to
add.

“No, she likes me best,”
shot back Mark Wilke, Home
Depot’s regional human
relations manager, respon-
sible for 6,000 Southwest
Florida employees.

The woman whose
friendship both executives
covet is a 60-year-old, 5-
foot-4, 110-pound bundle of
professional energy with a

See HARTMAN A11
news-press.com

Reminder: Come to news-
press.com Friday to get updat-
ed unemployment figures.

Louise Zoller and
her daughter,
Morgan Hunter,
12, were at
Bobby Noonan’s
Day Care to pick
up Zoller's
youngest child
the day Robert
Dunn allegedly
shot and killed

Ei%&igrélg Zpol- her daughter. Traumatized children ROBERT DUNN Dunn, 36, was “We at Bobbie Noonan’s are still his ex-wife,
ogizes for any were frightened of loud noises and gunned down in front of teachers in the healing process. What hap- Christine Lozier-
inconvenience the the color red for months. and kids, her blood covering some pened was a tragedy that we hope Dunn.

delay may have A year after an unthinkable ofthe children. AMANDA INSCORE
caused. tragedy at a Cape Coral child care Her husband, Robert H. Dunn, See ANNIVERSARY A3 [THE NEWS-PRESS
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JACK HARDMAN/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-PRESS

Barbara Hartman meets with Judith Andrillon, an instruc-
tor with the School District of Lee County, to discuss a
“ready-to-work” plan for students.

HARTMAN

Continued from A1

high-pitched, almost
squeaky voice and a disarm-
ing manner of greeting first-
time business contacts as
though they had been, like
Helms and Wilke, friends and
business colleagues for years.

It is dealing with such
human resources profes-
sionals that is the major part
of Hartman’s job.

Of late, though, she’s
become more known as the
voice of the unemployed.
She is the designated spokes-
woman for her employer, the
Career and Service Centers
for Southwest Florida locat-
ed on Ford Street Extension,
between Winkler Avenue
and Colonial Boulevard, in
Fort Myers.

She made Page 1 of The
News-Press again Friday
when it was announced
Southwest Florida's unem-
ployment rate had hit 10
percent.

It distresses her.

“I' have never seen a labor
market this bad,” she said.
“Both sides are struggling.
People get so discouraged.
We have to remind them
that they've worked before
and they will work again. We
have to keep encouraging
them.”

Hartman’s official title is
communications represen-
tative for the unique agency
that combines the state’s
local employment efforts
with the training and hiring
program of the Area Agency
on Workforce Development.
The center handles every-
thing from major training
programs for companies
new to the area to process-
ing unemployment com-
pensation benefits, though
its culture is to emphasize
employment. The word
“unemployment” appears
on no titles; it's hardly ever
uttered. Hartman has been
there for 30 years, doing just
about every job there is.

Though the public
spokeswoman, and, hence,
how she is known, Hart-
man’s chief job is to work
with people like Wilke and
Helms, finding people to fill
what jobs there are in good
times and bad.

Her voice, her size and her
ease of manner are, to be
sure, part of the real Hart-
man, but they leave a false
impression that she might
be less than the consum-
mate professional. That is
because those first impres-
sions are only the beginning,
according to Tim Nevarez,
her former boss, now retired.

“The first thing you notice
about Barbara is how nice
the lady is,” Nevarez said.

“Everything you see
about her is real, whether
she is on the clock or off,” he
said. “When you first talk to
her, her warmth comes
through. You can sense the
caring, the compassion, the
empathy ... all those human
qualities come through.

“That doesn't mean she is
naive or doesn't know what
she is talking about.”

Indeed, Hartman has long
been a secret weapon in the
critical world of employers
who hire the workers who
make this area’s economy
work — the resource the
employers trust like nobody
else to get them the right peo-
ple, trained correctly for the
right jobs at the right time.

Sheis an expert on the dry,
lifeless charts with the num-
bers — total unemployed,
total employed, percentages,
etc. — that make up Labor
Market Statistics, of which
she interprets to the media
and public, explaining which
sectors of the economy are
losing jobs and why.

Hartman loves those
charts, calling them “Godiva
chocolate to me.” She finds
the numbers “soothing ...
because they make sense.”

“They are a snapshot of
what is going on,” she said.
“Itis a very difficult time out
there for people.”

Her habit of using num-
bers to show empathy for
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those hurt by this economic
downturn is part of her
unique ability to treat each
person with whom she deals
with an equal measure of
professionalism and per-
sonal concern.

Which is why her fans run
from professionals such as
Helms and Wilke to Edgardo
Vargas, 43, of Cape Coral,
laid off almost four months
ago as a truck driver for a
kitchen cabinet company
that closed.

Hartman first met Vargas
several years ago when
Hartman’s daughter, Jean-
nie, needed to move from
Fort Myers to Tallahassee on
two weeks’ notice.

Hartman didn't know
how they would do it. Vargas
was driving a truck for a
moving company at the
time. He detected her dis-
tress, told mother and
daughter to sit down and he
would handle everything,
which he did.

“When we arrived in Tal-
lahassee, he was already
there. Like a mirage. He
saved us,” Hartman said.

So when he got laid off,
Vargas, who never went
beyond junior high school,
was distressed by the paper-
work for getting unemploy-
ment insurance.

It was Hartman'’s turn to
take over. She carefully guid-
ed him through the process.

“She is a beautiful lady.
Just the most wonderful,
patientlady I ever met in my
life,” said Vargas.

“Little woman ... big, big
heart.”

Hartman is forever involv-
ing her business contacts in
her other endeavors, and
they return the favor. For
example, she, Helms and
Wilke got one another into
the Mayor’s Alliance for Peo-
ple with Disabilities, where
they work hard to find jobs
for the blind and those who
live in wheelchairs. This
came after she found both
men their first jobs.

“I keep in touch with my
people,” Hartman said sim-
ply. “We just pull each other
into each other’s lives.”

“She has more knowledge
about this labor market than
anybody in Southwest Flori-
da,” said Helms. “She is the
single best resource I know
of for employers.

“We have never regretted
working with one of her
referrals.”

Wilke talks about how
Hartman helped Home
Depot find employees dur-
ing the boom times of 2004
to 2006.

“We couldn't find enough
help. She was right there for
us,” he said, a condition that
was repeated recently when
he needed nine profession-
als in a specialized field.

“She does what she says
she'll do,” Wilke said. “I don't
know of a time she has ever
disappointed me.”

Wilke carries Hartman's
phone number on his speed
dial.

“If she calls at 7 p.m., T'll
always answer for her,” he
said. “One time we were in a
movie and my phone vibrat-
ed. I looked, saw it was Bar-
bara and told my wife and
kids Id be right back,” he
recalled.

Helms has a similar take
on Hartman’s value to him.

“Once you have a friend-
ship with her and a business
friendship with her you sleep
better at night,” he said.

“If something is going on
in the labor market or you
know someone has a hard-
ship, knowing Barbara is a
phone call away is very
comforting.”

But what Helms calls “the
warm argument” between
himself and Wilke contin-
ues. Or does it?

Helms recalls that Hart-
man interviewed him for a
human resources job at
Sony and recommended
that he be hired.

“She hired me. That
proves she likes me best,” he
said.

“Dont tell Jim — but I
know she likes him best,”
confessed Wilke.

BY DAVE BREITENSTEIN
dbreitenstein@news-press.com

Every community has its
bread and butter.

Nashville is about coun-
try music. Las Vegas is the
world’s gambling capital.
Each city has other stuff
going on but sticks with
what put them on the map.

For Lee County, that’s
tourism. Last year, the
county rolled out a wel-
come mat for 4.8 million
tourists, equivalent to the
population of Colorado vis-
iting the Fort Myers area.
Tourists had an economic
impact of $3 billion. As
community leaders eye
strategies to diversify
Southwest Florida’s weak
economy, tourism won't be
cast into a secondary role.

“We talk about diversifi-
cation, but let’s keep in
mind those base entities —
tourism and construction,”
said John Albion, president
of the Fort Myers Beach
Chamber of Commerce.
“We can't be too quick to
abandon too much of that
because it is our strength, it
is our passion, our machine
and it is our calling card
when we talk about
tourism.”

Picture a young athlete,
one who can throw the
baseball hard but cannot
hit a lick. He has two
options: Quit the team, or
spend long hours in the
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Tourism always is No. 1 in Lee

LEE COUNTY
VISITORS

January: 325,101
February: 471,758
March: 497,385
April: 434,671

May: 411,777

June: 457,954

July: 443,166
August: 342,933
September: 262,439
October: 350,381
November: 317,701
December (2007): 496,848

Total visitors for 12 prior
months: 4,812,114
(December 2008 data is not
yet available)

Source: Lee County Visitor &
Convention Bureau

batting cages to improve.
Some of Lee’s competi-
tors have upgraded skills.
While many areas of
Florida, including Lee, have
cashed in on pleasure
tourism, Jacksonville is pur-
suing business tourism. It
launched a branding cam-
paign in November 2007
that dubs Northeast Florida
as “America’s Health Cen-
ter.” The campaign targets
out-of-area patients seek-
ing treatment, medical
companies  conducting
research and medical con-
ventions, according to
Nancy Skaran, internation-
al administrator for Jack-
sonvilles Mayo Clinic. In

2007, Mayo treated 96,000
patients, of which 30 per-
cent came from outside the
region.

“They stay at hotels, eat
in restaurants, go to ocean-
side resorts, play golf if they
are able, go to the spa and
make a vacation out of it,”
Skaran said.

Visit Jacksonville, the
agency coordinating
Northeast Florida’s medical
tourism push, booked 13
conventions in 2008 with
6,700 room nights, accord-
ing to director of corporate
communications Lyndsay
Rossman. By comparison,
medical conventions in the
previous  five  years
accounted for 10,261 room
nights in Jacksonville.

In May, that city’s
tourism agency is flying in
health care meeting plan-
ners, free of charge, to give
executives a look at why
Jacksonville is suited to
handle their convention
needs.

The Visitor & Conven-
tion Bureau in Lee County
also rolls out the welcome
mat for VIPs.

“We host meeting plan-
ners, travel agents, travel
journalists from all over the
world and tour operators,”
said agency communica-
tions director Nancy
Hamilton. “We invite them
here to experience the area
and help them understand
the area.”

Last week, Lees agency
sent 10,000 mailings to
meeting planners across
the country. In March, it will
host meeting planners for
corporations and associa-
tions based in target mar-
kets of Boston and New
York City.

Targeting business travel-
ersis one solution to diversi-
fying Lee’s tourism industry,
which employs one in every
five workers locally. But Lee’s
biggest asset remain the
beach, a destination 94 per-
cent of tourists visited in
November.

Before Lee can start any
sort of specific business
tourism, like Jacksonville
does with medicine, Fort
Myers resident Donald
Nicholson said Southwest
Florida leaders needs to
agree on a major draw, then
promote it nationally. It
could be eco-tourism at
Babcock Ranch, golf vaca-
tions, boating, state parks
or a niche within medicine.
Nicholson said he’s grown
tired of talk in his 42 years
here.

“We don't seem to be
able to find the right star to
jump on, to get started,”
Nicholson said. “The coun-
ty and cities need to come
together to promote the
area, and not just the
beaches.

“It's a wonderful town to
live in, but theres a lot of
work to do.”

ECONOMY

Continued from A1

geriatric research and CEO
recruitment.

In developing those
solutions, the newspaper
convened panels of local
experts and interviewed
business owners, unem-
ployed workers, retirees
and Lee’s movers and shak-
ers. In all, ideas from more
than 100 helped the report-
ing. Consensus was Lee still
has a bright future, but the
county must reinvent itself
to avoid another crash.

“Florida is not a failed,
Third World economy,”
said Michael McMullan,
president and CEO of Bank
of Florida Corp. “If you get
down to ZIP code level,
you've got vitality, you've
got great business folks
that are entrepreneurial
and are looking for loans.”

The bright side

For three years, doom
and gloom has hovered
over Lee County as its
housing market and econ-
omy tumbled. The big
question has been “How
low will it go?”

Whenever Lee’s econo-
my picks up, be it months
or years, the community
will not be starting from
scratch. Residents have
access to one of America’s
newest airport terminals,
postcard-perfect weather,
low home prices and Flori-
da’s newest public univer-
sity. Businesses have relo-
cation or expansion
options with made-to-
order commercial build-
ings and vacant land at
bargain-basement prices.

It’s these assets that will
ease Lee County’s transi-
tion back to boom:

Transportation

Southwest Florida Inter-
national Airport opened in
May 1983, but the region
outgrew its 17-gate airport.

A $438 million terminal
opened in September 2005
with 28 gates, but the
798,000-square-foot facility
can expand to 65. It has a
12,000-foot runway; plans
call for a second 9,100-foot
runway in six years.

Even though some air-
lines cut flights or stopped
flying altogether last year,
the Fort Myers airport was
among the nation’s 50
busiest with 7.6 million
passengers. It has 21 air-
lines with non-stop flights
to 36 airports.

New industries, manu-
facturers and hotels have
popped up near the air-
port, and a bioscience and
technology research park is
under development on air-
port property.

“As an airport, we have
direct and secondary
impacts on the community
of almost $3.6 billion a year,
which supports about
64,000 jobs,” said Bob Ball,
executive director for the

Lee County Port Authority.
“You'll hear often we are
the economic engine of the
community. While we are
the engine, our oil and gas
come from the businesses
of the region.”

On the ground, Inter-
state 75 is undergoing a
$431 million widening
project through Lee and
Collier counties. Cape
Coral, Bonita Springs and
Lee County governments
have worked on easing the
north-south and east-west
commutes with new thor-
oughfares and wider roads.

With easier commutes,
both on the ground and in
the air, the Port Authority
finds itself in a position
where it can pursue addi-
tional domestic and inter-
national connections, or
even additional cargo. The
airport has capacity, the
region has demand and the
passengers have money to
make expansion possible
despite economic crisis.

“We are doing very
aggressive communica-
tions with all of the airline
schedule planners, with all
of the airlines, letting them
know about Southwest
Florida, our statistics, our
demographics of the
region,” Ball said. “We're in
a pretty good situation
because theyre having a
bad winter up North.”

Weather

Look at today’s weather
forecast for Boston, Chica-
go and Minneapolis.

The sub-tropical climate
in Southwest Florida
brought Thomas Edison
here. It brings 5 million
tourists here annually. It
brings golf tournaments,
spring training teams,
sandsculpting competi-
tions and art events.

Companies involved in
bioscience or pharmaceu-
tical research, for example,
can locate laboratories
anywhere. Why not here?

The average high tem-
perature in January is 75
degrees. In Boston, it's 36.
In Chicago, it’s 32.

In Minneapolis, it'’s 22 —
that’s the average high.
Never in recorded history
have our thermometers
ever dipped as low.

Those numbers alone
are why Southwest Florida
is congested right now, in
spite of the economy.
Many seasonal residents
are current or former cor-
porate executives with dis-
posable income.

“When it gets zero up
there and the snow starts
flying, theyre going to
come down here,” said
Cape Coral resident and
Embarq spokesman Steve
Personette.

Housing

During the height of
Southwest Florida’s real
estate boom, Lee County
school officials considered
building dormitories or
apartments to house
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employees. In December
2005, the median single-
family home price hit
$322,300, out of reach for
thousands of teachers, fire-
fighters, police officers and
health care workers.

Prices have spiraled
down since then, putting
people like 26-year-old
Janiris Caraballo right back
into the market. In June,
the Oasis Middle School
teacher purchased a 3-bed-
room, 2-bath Cape Coral
home in foreclosure for
$104,000. The previous
owners held an open
house, selling everything
from appliances and doors
to the garage door opener
and even toilet paper dis-
penser. Caraballo was OK
with buying a fixer-upper.

“If it wasn'’t for this, the
economy the way it is, I
wouldn't have been able to
afford it otherwise,” she
said. “It opened the door
for me to buy a home.”

In November, the medi-
an home price in Lee
dipped to  $106,100.
December figures will be
released Monday.

Not only are buyers get-
ting good deals, but they're
having their pick of the lit-
ter as more than 16,000 Lee
homes are for sale. Mike
Quaintance, president of
the Cape Coral Chamber of
Commerce, believes the
third or fourth quarter of
2009 will mark a new day.

“I feel that's when we'll
be able to say we've turned
the corner,” he said.

Real estate

Homebuyers aren’t the
only ones making out good
in the economic down-
town. Stan Stouder, found-
ing partner with CB
Richard Ellis Fort
Myers/Naples, said busi-
ness owners are finding
more empty facilities and
vacant land in central
areas, and at lower prices.
During Southwest Florida’s
boom, he said, new com-
mercial interests were
forced to the outskirts. As
companies went out of
business, or landowners
wanted to dump their
holdings, the core of Lee
County is back in play.

Those wanting land for
future development still
face lengthy zoning, per-
mitting and construction
processes. Still, Stouder
said prices are so low devel-
opers can buy now and
hold for future use, and
make money once they do
turn a shovel.

“Great profits aren't
found by looking six
months ahead,” he said.
“It's found by looking sev-
eral years down the road.”

State university

Florida Gulf Coast Uni-
versity opened in 1997 with
2,584 students, growing to
10,198 in the fall of 2008. It
boasts 51  bachelor’s
degrees, 30 master’s pro-
grams and one doctorate.
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FGCU’s five-year plan,
contingent upon funding,
includes new bachelor’s
degrees in marine science,
economics, journalism,
graphic design, software
engineering and real
estate. The university also
wants to add master’s pro-
grams in environmental
studies, engineering,
mathematics and music
education, as well as a doc-
torate in education.

Faculty are keeping with
FGCU’s environmentally
friendly theme, research-
ing green technologies and
solar energy production
through a solar farm being
installed on campus.

Edison State College, Ave
Maria University, Hodges
University and Southwest
Florida College reported
record enrollments in the
fall, adding programs in
response to demand.

FGCU released a study
in November estimating
the university had a $389
million economic impact
on Southwest Florida last
year, a figure that will
remain high despite the
shaken economy:.

“We can provide a buffer
for this region,” President
Wilson Bradshaw said. “We
have not had layoffs, and
weTe still building. We
spent $31 million on con-
struction last year, and $17
million this year.”

Reinventing Lee

Lee County isn't the first
community that’s been
forced into a Plan B. Down-
trodden regions elsewhere
have reinvented them-
selves out of necessity.

Pensacola, which has a
Naval air station, routinely
was a target when the mili-
tary was closing bases.
After losing several hun-
dred military jobs five years
ago, the community not
only fought to keep its mil-
itary presence, but landed
a $150 million Air Force
training center and hangar.
That’s why the loss of 1,000
non-military  jobs in
November and December
hasn't created panic.

“They know almost all of
the job cuts are listed as
temporary,” said Charles
Wood, senior vice presi-
dent for economic devel-
opment with the Pensacola
Bay Area Chamber of Com-
merce. “There is a comfort
factor in the diversity of our
local economy.”

America of yesteryear
thrived on the backs of
entrepreneurs, great inven-
tors like Thomas Edison,
Henry Ford and Harvey
Firestone, a trio that spent
their winters in Fort Myers.
McMullan, of Bank of Flori-
da Corp., is confident the
same types of individuals
are living in Lee County
and will help turn the tide.

“Our economy was built
from resilience, tenacity and
an entrepreneurial mind-
set,” he said. “Those folks are
going to be the ones who
start pulling us out of this.”
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The residents are now in charge
at Gulf Harbour Country Club.
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Retail centers still sinking

PLAYING FOR A TEAMMATE | C1

East Lee High soccer team
giving all for player in semi-coma.
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Lee County stores wondering when we’ll hit bottom

BY DICK HOGAN
dhogan@news-press.com

Anchored by a SuperTarget,
the shopping center at Pine
Island and Pondella roads in
Cape Coral has been a bustling
hub of retailers and restaurants
since it opened in 2007.

Across the street, it’s a differ-

Bone
marrow
connects
two lives

Fort Myers man
saved by L.A. woman

BY DAYNA HARPSTER
dharpster@news-press.com

Jaciel Valdivias of Fort
Myers and Victoria
Namkung of Los Angeles
were both 29 in late 2005.
But Valdivias, a line cook for
Carrabba’s and a native of
Mexico, and Namkung, a
fashion journalist and
daughter of a Jewish Irish
mother and a Korean father,
were otherwise worlds
apart.

They were about to realize
you don't choose your fami-
ly. Once in a while, the
National Bone Marrow
Donor Program makes sur-
prising choices for you.

It’s one of the rare explana-
tions for why a 31-year-old
Mexican man now has a 31-
year-old Korean, Irish and
Jewish “sister” in Los Angeles.

Two vyears ago today,
Namkung saved Valdivias’
life by donating peripheral
blood stem cells that treated
his acute myelogenous
leukemia.

Registry rules didn’t allow
contact between donor and
recipient for a year. So life
went on, and Valdivias
assumed his donor was
Latin American; Namkung
assumed her recipient was
Asian.

See DONOR A4
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Photo gallery: Fort Myers man
receives gift of life

Lenders
fight rule
changes

The Associated Press

— Most
congressional Democrats
say the quickest way to save
homeowners such as Troy
Butler of Saginaw, Mich., is
to let them declare bank-
ruptcy and allow judges to
dictate new mortgage terms.

Easy, except the lenders
that would absorb the pain—
and lose control of any deals
to ease the terms — do not
want to get dragged into

ent story. The newer center,
opened in 2008, saw its Linens n’
Things go out of business last
year and now the Circuit City’s
windows are plastered with
going-out-of-business signs.

What a difference a year
makes.

Lee County’s once-thriving
retail sector is finally seeing the

effects of over-building, plus a
wobbly local economy, a slower
pace of population increase and
national financial woes.

“I don’t want to be gloom and
doom, but I don’t think we’re at
the bottom yet,” Colliers Arnold
Southwest Florida commercial
real estate agent Karen Johnson-
Crowther said. “I think we'll see

more store closings through
2009.”

National retail analyst Britt
Beemer of Charleston, S.C.-
based America’s Research Group
said that will be happening
around the country.

“You'll be seeing many,” he
said, with Sears/Kmart one of
the most vulnerable. “We're

RESEARCH ROCKETS: SCIENTISTS NAB BIRDS WITH NET

PHOTOS BY VALERIE ROCHE/THE NEWS-PRESS

Surrounded by inquisitive scientists, a tagged wood stork sits in a cage to recover from capture
myopathy, a condition of increased body temperature and lactic acid buildup. After being
released, the wood stork flew off.

Wood storks captured
in Corkscrew Swamp

Endangered bird tagging takes
patience — and ordnance

BY KEVIN LOLLAR
klollar@news-press.com

Slowly and cautiously, the wood stork
flared its black and white wings and settled
into a shallow pond Thursday at Corkscrew
Swamp Sanctuary in Collier County.

“This work
is 15

Before the bird could
start feeding, an explo-
sion like the boom of a
Civil War cannon shat-

; tered the sanctuary’s
minutes of  iess.

i Four cast-iron rock-
eXCI’[emen’[ ets dragged a 40-by-60-
surrou nd ed foot net across the pond

to capture the stork.

by endless  Halfadozen researchers
swarmed from camou-

hOUFS Of flaged hunting blinds
” and sprinted through

boredom ’ muck and water to
— Larry Bryan, begin doing science that
University of might some day influ-

Georgia, research
coordinator

ence how the endan-
gered species is man-
aged. Specifically, the

wet and muddy researchers put a satellite
transmitter on the bird with which they can
track its movements to learn more about
the species’ habits.

“This work is 15 minutes of excitement
surrounded by endless hours of bore-
dom,” said research coordinator Larry
Bryan of the University of Georgia.

See WOOD STORKS A2
Also see bird watchers help Florida B7

Borkataria, a University of Florida doctoral

L P

candidate, takes a captured wood stork to be
tagged and fitted with a satellite transmitter at
Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary in Collier County.

MORE ABOUT WOOD STORKS

Internet wood stork
tracking

To see movements of
satellite-tagged wood
storks and other species,
go to seaturtle.org and
click on “Satellite track-
ing.”

Wood stork facts

Scientific name: Mycteria
americana

Other common names:
Flinthead, ironhead, wood
ibis

Status: Endangered

Range: They nest from
coastal South Carolina,
southeast Georgia, Flori-
da, Mexico, Central and
South America to northern
Argentina.

Habitat: Tidal waters,
marshes, streams, man-
groves

Size: 3.3 feet tall with a
wingspan of 5 feet
Description: Black bill,
scaly-looking featherless
head, white plumage
except for short black tail
and black feathers border-
ing the wing.

news-press.com/galleries

More photos: Get a closer look at the wood stork.

ONLINE

=

o
o

BONITA 50¢

watching the single biggest retail
contraction and pullback in our
lifetimes.”

People don't have money to
spend shopping and that trend
won't turn around for a year and
a half, Beemer said. “We won't
see any pickup in retail spending
until the summer of 2010.”

With that happening, plus the
oversupply of retail space available

See RETAIL A4

Green

projects
a growth
industry

Initiatives like FGCU’s
solar field have potential

BY DAVE BREITENSTEIN
dbreitenstein@news-press.com

Green was the buzzword of
2008.

Everybody talked about going
green: buying hybrid vehicles,
installing solar panels and using
cloth shopping bags instead of
paper or plastic.

Although the bad economy
derailed many green initiatives,
last year showed that many people
and companies are willing to go
green when the price is right.

“There are so many ways to be
green in our area,” said Dave Russ,
executive vice president for
BioGreen, an organic, environ-
mentally safe fertilizer with its
Florida headquarters in Fort
Myers. “Our county should be a
leader in solar and wind, and we
have the perfect breeze here. Put
out some windmills and the cattle
could graze around them.”

This week, The News-Press is
exploring five strategies to aid Lee
County’s future economy. Solution
No. 1 is tapping into the growing
interest of green energy and green
technologies.

Green is the biotech of a decade
ago. It’s all the rage.

It's also just getting started. Case
in point: Florida Gulf Coast Univer-
sity will need thousands of solar
panels for its 2 megawatt solar
farm on campus. The Sunshine
State, however, does not have any
companies that manufacture solar
cells, according to Sherry Shields,
assistant director of communica-
tions for the Florida Solar Energy

See ECONOMY A4
Also see Have an idea? A4
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This week, The News-Press is explor-
ing five solutions that can diversify Lee
County and create a more stable econ-
omy. Here is the schedule of stories:
Today: Green technology

Tuesday: International trade and
travel

Wednesday: Medical research
Thursday: Geriatric research

Friday: CEO recruitment
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Laughter to live

107-year-old resi-
dent at Bonita’s Hope
Hospice House says
laughing has kept her
going. Page D1.

Bankruptcy Court by millions
of overextended borrowers.
In Lee County alone, an esti-
mated 30,000 properties
already are in foreclosure.
Butler, 40, is a laid-off
General Motors worker who

News-press.com

news-press.com/traffic
Check for road hazards and traffic
incidents that may slow your morning
commute. Sign up for traffic alerts at
news-press.com/text.

251700 OFF/
» 0% OFF
POOL HEATERS p'—=

See BANKRUPTCY A4

ONEOF-R
The NewsPress, Classiieds ..C7-13 | Obiuaries .......B7 | Hjghy 79 | Live Doppler radar I RECREATIONAL WAREHOUSE Eeeies
ggvs;glaepir “” ""l |I|||||| || || Lottery ......... B2 | Horoscopes ....D3 and updates at B/ 2355 COLONIAL BLVD, AT THE CORNER OF FOWLER ™S5 ™
Copyright2009 |0 #01I0R625" « Nation . ........ A3 | Comics ...... p23| LOow D2 | news-press.com (239) 939-5600 507 192

CYAN MAGENTA BLACK

Pg Al WA



Pg A4 1/26

A4 | THE NEWS-PRESS, NATION & WORLD, MONDAY, JANUARY 26, 2009 ***

RETAIL

Continued from A1

in Lee County, it can be tough
going for local owners.

“The retail market is soft,”
acknowledged Dale Hafele, the
Fort Myers-based president of the
Florida division of North Ameri-
can Properties, which developed
the SuperTarget and Circuit City-
anchored shopping centers on
Pine Island Road.

But he’s encouraged by the
recent explosion in the number of
people buying houses here, par-
ticularly in Cape Coral.

“We're closer to having an end
user living in those homes rather
than someone just speculating,”
Hafele said. “It's one step closer
to having someone living there
who's going to shop at one of our
centers and it gets Lee County

back to affordability again.”

In the meantime, he said,
there’s little to do but wait.

“I don't think anything’s going
to get developed in the near future
(on Pine Island Road) just
because there’s no lenders out
there,” he said, noting that
although many banks have
received federal bailout money
they're not financing construc-
tion. “As we all know, theyre not
doing that. There's no money out
there.”

For owners, said Johnson-
Crowther, that means that “the
smart tenants are the ones who
are saying, ‘Wait a minute, maybe
I can relocate to a new facility
that’s better for less money.”

But not all retail is equal, with
locations in central, well traveled
spots better able to compete.

In the North American center
where Linens n" Things used to

operate, for example, “We're in the
process of replacing Linens with
Bed Bath & Beyond, a bigger,
stronger retailer,” Hafele said.

Other areas are more problem-
atic, experts say.

Estero, for example, in the area
near the Coconut Point Mall,
there are centers sitting empty
because the building of retail “got
way ahead of the market” as
developers failed to anticipate the
collapse of the housing boom in
late 2005, said Gary Tasman, exec-
utive director of Cushman &
Wakefield of Florida.

Occasionally, however, even
now, a small retailer will catch a
break.

Matt Ponzio, for example, said
it will be “very welcome” to have a
Publix grocery store open next
month in the shopping center at
San Carlos Boulevard and Sum-
merlin Road in south Fort Myers
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where he’s owned the UPS store
for five years.

The 53,000-square-foot Publix
will open Feb. 5 with a pharmacy
and a Publix liquor store, Publix
spokeswoman Shannon Patten
said. The store is one of 49 pur-
chased in June by Publix from
Albertsons.

Publix isn't coming a moment
too soon, Ponzio said. “Of course,
having your major anchor leave is
huge just for traffic — we didn't
have people coming past our
store each day.”

Other retailers are less worried
about short-term fluctuations in
the economy and surrounding
businesses.

Paul Campbell, for example,
owns Campbell’s Ornamental
Concrete just east of the SuperTar-
get on Pine Island Road. His
father, Mason Campbell, started
the business in 1972 on Coronado

Boulevard in Cape Coral and
moved to the current location 19
years ago when Pine Island Road
was a two-lane highway.

Since the area became a retail
mecca, Paul Campbell said, “I get
a lot more people coming by. The
shopping center added a turn
lane and now people actually
have a way to slow down and
turn.”

North American also takes the
long view, Hafele said.

The dearth of financing for new
construction isn't, over the long
term, a bad thing for owners of
centers like the one with Circuit
City, he said.

Commercial projects take years
to execute, Hafele said, and “It’s
going to be along time before new
centers are built. So our competi-
tion, especially new competition,
will be nonexistent until the banks
come around to lending again.”

VALERIE ROCHE/ THE NEWS-PRESS
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Continued from A1

They were reasonable conclu-
sions. “They (the registry) give you
this book as a thank you,”
Namkung said earlier this month
by phone. “It’s a story of all these
matches, and in every story it's the
same ethnic group.”

So they knew each other only
by assigned numbers — and erro-
neous assumptions. At the eight-
month mark, Valdivias sent
Namkung a card that said, “Thank
you for saving my life.”

Then the year passed and Val-
divias made a call.

“I was overwhelmed as I have
waited for this call for a year,”
Namkung wrote in an e-mail to
family and friends. “It was emo-
tional and amazing. He ... says that
we are now ‘blood for life.”

Valdivias admitted being sur-
prised when he saw a picture of
Namkung. But not for long.
“Everybody’s the same. A different
face, maybe, but the same. She's
my sister.”

“I certainly consider him a rela-
tive,” Namkung said. “It's a great
thing we'll have for the rest of our
lives.”

GIFT OF LIFE

Namkung was Christmas shop-
ping in December 2005 in Beverly
Hills when she got a call from the
registry that she was a tissue-type
match for someone.

“I felt like T won the lottery,”
Namkung said.

Meanwhile, Valdivias believed
he was dying and felt like it. He
knew he needed a peripheral stem
cell transplant. No match could be
found in his family, but the bone
marrow registry was testing a cou-
ple of people who were prelimi-
nary matches.

One was Namkung, who had
registered in 1995. She had heard
about a little girl of Korean and
Irish ancestry who had leukemia.
But despite their unusual shared
heritage, Namkung was not a
match.

So she had moved on with her
life, writing for Style and USA
Today, covering events such as the
Golden Globes.

Meanwhile in Fort Myers, the
25-pound baskets of chicken Val-
divias carried at Carrabba’s felt
heavier. He would often come
home from work and fall asleep in
his clothes, said his spouse, Maria
Avila. He was out of breath; carry-
ing a 24-pack of bottled water into
their house in Pine Manor was
exhausting.

Avila took Valdivias to the doc-
tor she sees for her diabetes.
Another doctor confirmed with
tests Valdivias had acute myeloge-
nous leukemia.

That was just two months after
his supervisor convinced him to
buy health insurance through
Carrabba’s. Avila had been telling
him it was time to go to a dentist
for teeth cleaning, anyway.

“Everybody over there has
insurance now,” Valdivias said.
“They saw what happened to me.”
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Jaciel Valvidias, a line cook at
Carrabba’s, is alive today
because of a bone marrow
donation. Two years after his
transplant he is back to work.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-PRESS

At left, Valvidias and Victoria
Namkung of Los Angeles,
recipient and donor, meet in
Miami two years after the oper-
ation that saved Valvidias’ life.

BONE MARROW AND
STEM CELL DONATION

There are two ways to donate, said
Pam Jeffers of the National Bone
Marrow Program. Either bone mar-
row is harvested for transplant or
peripheral stem cells are transfused.
Both are used to treat leukemia.
Bone marrow donation is done under
anesthesia. Some liquid marrow
inside the bone is removed with hol-
low needles, and the donor’s body
makes more over the next few
weeks. The donor may feel tired and
sore in the lower back for a couple of
days.

A peripheral blood stem cell donation
is a nonsurgical, outpatient proce-
dure in which blood is taken from
one arm, passed through a centrifu-
gal machine that collects the cells
necessary for transplantation, then
returns the blood to the donor
through the other arm. Any nausea,
bone or muscle pain or fatigue disap-
pears shortly after donating.

Victoria Namkung, who recently
donated stem cells to Fort Myers res-
ident Jaciel Valdivias, said she could
handle the pain after donation with
extra-strength Tylenol.

Of those who register, only about 1 in
200 will go on to donate. Of them, 70
percent donate stem cells; 30 per-
cent bone marrow.

Only 30 percent of donations come
from family. The rest are found
through unrelated donors.

To register — which normally
involves a kit sent to your home with
instructions for painlessly swabbing
cells from inside your cheek — go to
marrow.org.

Chemotherapy darkened his
skin, blistered his mouth, swelled
his lips and his face, and almost
killed him.

That was rather the point.

All of the diseased bone mar-
row had to be destroyed so Val-
divias could start anew. That’s
what doctors at the Moffitt Cancer
Center in Tampa did during Val-
divias’ 30 days in the hospital. No
matter how bad it got, he said, “I
just remember that the next day it
will be over. And I was praying all
the time.”

FAMILY FORMED

On Jan. 23 and 24, 2006, at
UCLA Medical Center, Namkung
donated stem cells.

“Everyone asks, ‘Did it hurt?
Namkung said. “No. But the real
question is, ‘Did he live?””

She got to see for herself the day
before Thanksgiving last year, when
donor and recipient met in Miami.

Valdivias and Avila gave
Namkung a statue of an angel.

Namkung learned that Val-
divias was a fan of Jackie Chan. A
few weeks later, an autographed
photo of Chan arrived addressed
to Valdivias.

They are making plans for their
extended families to meet.

This relationship is not unusu-
al, said Pam Jeffers of the National
Bone Marrow Donor Program.
“It's like a new definition of a
blended family.”

Although everyone hopes and
prays it's unnecessary, Namkung
remains the match who saved Val-
divias once — and promises she
would do it again.
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Continued from A1

Center in Cocoa.

Instead, about 14,000 solar
panels will be trucked into Flori-
da for FGCU's project.

One company has noticed
that business opportunity.
Advanced Solar Photonics is
building a factory in Lake Mary,
north of Orlando, that will be
operational next fall. The solar
market is entirely theirs, at least
until it has some competition.

“You can have a good busi-
ness model that also helps the
environment,” said Edgardo
Rodriguez, vice president of
sales and marketing. “It’s the
best of both worlds.”

In addition to its solar project,
FGCU hopes to be on the cut-
ting edge with its new Green
Technology Research Group.
The university won a $1.5 mil-
lion Department of Defense
grant to develop technology
that combats biological
weapons. Part of that research
includes a chemical that
destroys germs when activated
by ultraviolet lights. It’s consid-
ered a green project because it
has no negative effects on the
environment. Faculty also are
researching algae to see if it can
be converted into biodiesel fuel.

“Were not going to be the
only people in the game,” said
chemistry professor Jose Bar-
reto, who leads the research
group. “Everybody is trying to
develop green technologies. If
we don'’t do it, someone else will,
and we'll be left behind.”

President Obama’s New Ener-
gy for America plan calls for a
$150 billion investment into
green technologies, creating 5
million new jobs. Barreto said
FGCU and Southwest Florida
can be players in developing
green technology, but he is real-
istic about the region’s chances
of being the Silicon Valley of
green research.

“It's grandiose to say we'll be
the epicenter of green technolo-
gy, but we have to at least be

el

MARC BEAUDIN/THE NEWS-PRESS

FGCU biotechnology student Jessica Strnad works on a new chem-
ical process to make photocatalysts at a Green Technologies
Research Group project in a lab at the university.

HAVE AN IDEA?

Do you have ideas for diversifying
Lee County’s economy? What fields
should the region target?

Send your suggestions or ideas to
€conomy@news-press.com.

news-press.com/
economy

Photo gallery: Researching green
technologies at FGCU

Multimedia: Watch a special pres-
entation about ideas that will help
Lee County in the effort to improve
the economic outlook.

participants, or we'll just be a
backwater to everyone else,”
Barreto said.

Just east of Southwest Flori-
da’s populated coastline, the $11
billion Everglades restoration
project is under way. Janet
Watermeier, Lee County’s for-
mer economic development
director and president of Water-
meier Property Services, said
there’s no reason the area can-
not capitalize on the thousands
of workers who will carry out
that project.

“They will be located on one
coast or the other coast,” Water-
meier said. “I don’t see why
Southwest Florida couldn’t cap-
ture the environmental restora-
tion people that come with that.”

MORE ON THE SERIES

As Lee County’s economy con-
tinues to tumble, The News-Press
is exploring the community’s
economic failures, achievements
and assets through a series of
news stories, panel discussions
and video presentations.

The project will identify possible
solutions as Lee looks toward
recovery in the coming months
and years.

Here is a series rundown:

Jan. 11 — Millions: Lee’s eco-
nomic development office was
given $25 million for business
recruitment and expansion, but
the agency has struggled to
attract new industries.

Jan. 18 — Problems: A string of
challenges looms as the commu-
nity regroups, problems that
must be addressed before resur-
recting the local economy.

Sunday — Ideas: The communi-
ty is down, but not out, thanks to
some key assets and a willing-
ness to develop new industries.

Today — Solutions: The News-
Press will feature a solution each
day this week, using ideas gener-
ated by residents and community
leaders.

“You can have a good business model that also helps the environment.”

— Edgardo Rodriguez, vice president of sales and marketing

at Advanced Solar Photonics

BANKRUPTCY

Continued from A1

has filed for bankruptcy. But the
Bankruptcy Court has no
authority to change the terms of
his $90,000-plus mortgage that
is more than double the value of
his home.

A bill to give judges authority
to alter loan terms for primary
residences may be the quickest
way to arrest the housing mar-
ket’s collapse. Most Democrats
in the House and Senate sup-
port that plan. President Obama
told Democratic leaders Friday
he also backs it.

But 10 groups representing
the lending industry and
other businesses are fighting
back fiercely. Several have
engaged portions of their lob-
bying machines to stop the
legislation. The groups spent
$83 million in lobbying on
multiple issues in 2008, a fig-
ure that shows the power of
the banking and investing
industry and their business
supporters.

One Democratic backer of
the bankruptcy proposal, Rep.
Maxine Waters of California,
said the banking industry “has
owned this Congress far too
long.”

Butler, the GM worker, and an
industry lobbyist see things
much differently.

“I'm living from day to day,
hoping to make it through the
day. I worry about my family,
where were going to live, how
we'll survive,” said, Butler, who

has a disabled wife and two chil-
dren, ages 15 and 11.

The chief lobbyist for the
Mortgage Bankers Association,
Steve O’Connor, said new
homebuyers would end up pay-
ing higher interest and bigger
down payments if lenders are
saddled with the risk that a
judge could change mortgage
terms.

“Were going to defend the
industry (against) bad public
policy,” O’Connor said.

The association’s 23-member
government affairs team is try-
ing to persuade lawmakers to
kill the bankruptcy legislation.
The team includes six lobbyists
and nine policy experts who
double as lobbyists, said O’Con-
nor, senior vice president of
government affairs.

The bankruptcy solution
would not cost taxpayers
money, as would mortgage
modification programs that
could become part of the gov-
ernment’s huge economic
bailout package. But it certainly
would harm the bottom line for
lenders and investors holding
mortgages.

The lending industry has vol-
untary programs in place to
change mortgage terms. But
Butler’s lawyer, Peter Bagley,
said it was a nightmare trying to
contact his client’s lender.

First, he was told the applica-
tion for a loan modification
would take at least 30 days to
process. Bagley then called
someone with authority to stop
any sale of the home, but only
received voice messages that

the mailbox was full. The appli-
cation never arrived.

The key to passage of the
bankruptcy bill is the Senate,
where Democrats need 60 votes
to stop a possible filibuster. Ten
Democrats — all still in the Sen-
ate — would not back the plan
in a vote a year ago.

Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., the
chief Senate sponsor of the bill,
said Obama persuaded himin a
White House meeting Friday to
remove the bankruptcy propos-
al from an economic recovery
package — to ensure it doesn’t
jeopardize the stimulus bill. But
Obama pledged his support for
the  bankruptcy solution,
Durbin said.

Obama said he would work
with Durbin to attach the pro-
posal to other “must pass” legis-
lation — with the hope that
supporters of the overall bill
would not vote against it
because of the bankruptcy pro-
visions.

Of the 10 organizations that
asked the House Judiciary Com-
mittee to oppose the bill, the
largest is the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce. It spent $57.9 mil-
lion on lobbying in 2008,
according to the Center For
Responsive Politics, an organi-
zation that tracks lobbying
expenditures and political
donations.

The Mortgage Bankers Asso-
ciation, which represents 2,400
member companies in the real
estate property industry, spent
$3.8 million and the American
Bankers Association totaled
$6.8 million.

“I'm living from day to day, hoping to make it through the day. | worry
about my family, where we’re going to live, how we’ll survive.”

CYAN MAGENTA

BLACK

— Troy Butler of Saginaw, Mich.
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SMALL-TOWN HEROES | C1

Key players go from tiny Fla.
places to a big Tampa stage.

December numbers go up
146 percent from year ago

BY TIM ENGSTROM

tengstrom@news-press.com

Buyers from across the nation
and around the world snapped up
bargain-priced homes in Lee Coun-
ty in December, pushing sales up
146 percent from a year ago.

Realtors assisted in the selling of
1,064 homes in Lee in December —
up from 432 in December 2007 —

Bonita
Utilities
considers
solar field

But project may lead
to development on land
BY MARK S. KRZOS

mkrzos@news-press.com

Bonita Springs Utilities is consid-
ering building a solar farm on land
it owns in an environmentally sen-
sitive area in east Bonita Springs.

BSU has formed a committee to
examine the feasibility of such a
plan, said Fred Partin, BSU’s exec-
utive director.

“It’s one of the things we're look-
ing at independently of the city,”
Partin said. “We'’re looking at costs
and we're looking to see if it would
be worth the investment. ... We are
talking to some manufacturers. It’s
something that needs to be cost
effective.”

A solar farm produces energy
with the help of solar panels.

The 325 acres BSU owns is in
the Density Reduction/Ground-
water Resource Area, a 83,000-
acre swath of land in southeastern
Lee County that's vital to the coun-
ty’s future water supply. BSU offi-
cials have been lobbying the city of
Bonita Springs to allow more
houses in the area.

“The reality is that to upgrade
that area, you have to put in the
infrastructure,” said Partin, noting
that a piecemeal approach to
development in portions of the
DR/GR is not the way to go. “The
onlyway it makes sense is to put in
enough (housing) units to justify
those improvements.”

See SOLAR A2

News Digest

Senate OKs delay
for digital TV switch

The U.S. Senate voted to
delay next month’s transition
to digital television until June
because too many viewers
won'’t be ready for the switch.
NATION & WORLD, A4

Woman reportedly
taught kids to steal

A Lehigh Acres woman is
arrested after allegedly teach-
ing children to shoplift.
LOCAL & STATE, B2

CORRECTION

Jaciel Valdivias of Fort Myers
received a peripheral stem cell
transplant in January 2007. The
time frame was incorrect in a
story on Monday’s front page.

The Publix supermarket opening
Feb. 5 at San Carlos Boulevard
and Summerlin Road in south
Fort Myers will not have a phar-
macy. A story on Monday’s front

page was incorrect.
The News-Press,
A Gannett
Newspaper -
Copyright2009 0" "40F0T O2625
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according to the Florida Association
of Realtors. Last month, 600 existing
homes were sold.

The median sales price fell 50
percent to $106,900, from $215,200
in December 2007. The median
price was essentially flat from
November, up about $800.

For the year, 8,217 existing homes
sold in Lee, up 43 percent from the
5,753 in 2007. The median price was
$158,200, down 38 percent from
$254,700 in 2007.

“For the past six months, it seems
like every month has been better

HEALTHY LIVING | D1

Serving tomatoes and broccoli
together packs a powerful punch.

BONITA NEWS-PRESS !

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2009 | PUBLISHED SINCE 1884

than the last,” said Valerie Busic, a
Realtor with Busic, Chesser & Asso-
ciates.

Busic said her real estate team
has helped buyers from across the
United States, Canada, Switzerland,
Germany and Finland.

“Right now, prices are at their
lowest and people are taking
advantage of that,” Busic said.

Buyer Mike Dascoli, 23, of East
Ambherst, N.Y,, recently worked with
Busic to buy a foreclosed home in
northeast Cape Coral as an invest-
ment property. Dascoli paid $83,000

for a home that sold for $240,600 a
little more than three years ago.

“I've got it rented out and it’s
doing well,” Dascoli said. “I will
probably turn a little cash flow on it
and when the market turns around,
even if it is five years from now;, I
should be in good shape.”

Busic said foreclosed homes con-
tinue to dominate the market and
that's why prices are staying low.

See HOMES A3
Also see prices, sales of existing
homes down A3

BONITA 50¢

Home sales rise dramatically

1,064

Number of Lee Coun-
ty homes that were
sold by Realtors in
December. That's up
146 percent from the
432 sold in December
2007.

$106,900

Median sales price for
homes sold in Lee
County, down 50 per-
cent from $215,200 in
December 2007.

FATAL SHOWDOWN: THE END OF A CAREER CRIMINAL

ANDREW WEST/THE NEWS-PRESS

A Florida Department of Law Enforcement official takes a gun as evidence Monday at the scene of
a fatal shooting involving federal agents. A gun reported stolen by a Lee County corrections offi-
cer was found near Arthur Coleman, who was killed by agents.

Police shoot fu;

Shot also fired at other
car with 2 babies inside

BY RACHEL MYERS
rmyers@news-press.com

If it had gone according to
Arthur Coleman’s plan Mon-
day, he would have eluded law
enforcement for the fourth
time in a month.

But that strategy became
undone after the 33-year-old
Coleman struck a federal agent
while trying to flee in a stolen
car. Two agents opened fire,

fatally wounding him. At Cole-
man’s side, investigators later
discovered a gun reported
stolen a month earlier from a
corrections deputy.

As flashes from gunshots cut
through the early morning
darkness, Coleman’s girlfriend,
Kevondra Marion, 21, was driv-
ing another car with her two
babies in the back seat. She
nearly ran over a Fort Myers
police officer, who in turn fired
a single shot at the hood of

See SHOOTING A3
Also see guns A3

oitive to death

R

COLEMAN MARION
Struck officer Arrested for
with stolen car assault
news-press.com/crime

Photo gallery: See images from
the scene.

Video: Law enforcement investi-
gate fatal shooting.
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SW Fla.
location
1S asset,
curse

Agencies seek chances
to expand commerce

BY DAVE BREITENSTEIN
dbreitenstein@news-press.com

A knock against Southwest
Florida’s emergence as a national
force is that we're off the radar, fig-
uratively and geographically.

Yet area business leaders say we
could be a bustling international
hub for trade and tourism.

That tucked-away location, they
say, can be an asset. Fort Myers has
America’s closest major airport to
Cancun and is well-aligned for
direct flights to Central and South
America. Trade with all of the
Caribbean could be developed.

Consider these facts:

e Lee County’s fastest-growing
demographic is Hispanic people,
now 16.1 percent of Lee residents,
according to the U.S. Census.

* Southwest Florida is due north
of the Panama Canal, where a $5
billion widening is expected to cre-
ate a pipeline of trade between
Asia, America and Europe.

This week, The News-Press is
outlining five strategies to improve
Lee County’s economic bottom
line. Solution No. 2 is tapping into
Latin America and Europe for
trade and tourism.

Southwest Florida's manufactur-
ing base is small, and the region
relies on products from elsewhere
to sustain itself.

See ECONOMY A2
ABOUT THE SERIES

This week, The News-Press is
exploring five solutions that can
diversify Lee County and create a
more stable economy. Here is the
schedule of stories:

Monday: Green technology

Today: International trade and travel
Wednesday: Medical research
Thursday: Geriatric research
Friday: CEO recruitment

Total of 33,000 people lose their job in one day

The News-Press wire services

— The job cuts came
heavily Monday— bad news from
some of the big names of Ameri-
can commerce.

Caterpillar. Pfizer. The Home
Depot. Sprint Nextel. General
Motors. Texas Instruments.

When it was done, about 33,000
more people faced unemploy-
ment, soon to be pitched into the
worst job market in a quarter-cen-
tury and an economy that seems

cashiers to software engineers are
getting pink slips in a market that
doesn't discriminate. More than a
half-million jobs were cut in each
of the past two months nation-
wide, and January is on a similar
pace.

“Businesses are cutting jobs at a
rapid pace,” said Sara Johnson, an
economist with IHS Global
Insight. “They're reacting perhaps
more quickly than in the past,
anticipating that this will be a
deep and lengthy recession, so

to get gloomier by the week. there’s less incentive to ride it out
Nowadays, workers from by holding onto their workers.
Classifieds ..C7-14 | Movies ........ D8 | Opinion....... B6,8
Dear Abby...... D7 | Nation ......... M| TV............ D9
7 Lottery......... B2 | Obituaries ...... B5 | Weather ...... B12

CYAN MAGENTA

“Clearly, the labor markets will
get worse before they get better,”
she said.

The unemployment rate, now
at a 16-year high of 7.2 percent,
could hit 10 percent later this year
or early next year, under some
analysts’ projections.

Caterpillar Inc., the world’s
largest maker of mining and con-
struction equipment, disclosed
5,000 new layoffs of white-collar
workers, which will occur globally
by the end of March.

Pharmaceutical giant Pfizer
Inc., and Sprint Nextel Corp., the

. High 81
" Low 56
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Get Rep. Connie Mack’s
take on the economic
stimulus package. B8

country’s third-largest wireless
provider, said they each will slash
8,000 jobs.

Home Depot Inc., the biggest
home improvement retailer in the
U.S., will get rid of 7,000 jobs, and
General Motors Corp. said it will
cut 2,000 jobs at plants in Michi-
gan and Ohio because of slow
sales.

Texas Instruments Inc., which
makes chips for cell phones and
other gadgets, will cut 3,400 jobs
due to slumping demand.

Also see Home Depot B9

Live Doppler radar
and updates at
news-press.com
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CORRECTIONS

If you see an error in The
News-Press contact Shel-
don Zoldan, 335-0560 or
szoldan@news-press.com.
Corrections appear on the
first page of the section in
which the error was made.

SUBCRIPTION PROBLEMS
For inquiries regarding your
delivery service, call (800)
468-0233.

Delivering your world

THE NEWS-PRESS
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SOLAR

Continued from A1

BSU is in the exploratory
stage, so how much space
a solar farm would take up
would
become of the remaining
land — has yet to be deter-

— and what

mined.

Current rules allow for
only one house per 10

acres in the DR/GR.

But a comprehensive
study showed that not all
of that property is vital and

CELEBRITY BUZZ

Plies hosts several
Super Bowl events

Fort Myers rapper Plies
is celebrating the Super
Bowl in typical “goon”
fashion: a big yacht party,

a concert
oh,
yes, strip-

and,

p e

PLIES

Olympics.
“Plies
E Week’
| kicked off
Monday
night with
the stripper
show at the Tampa Live
nightclub. According to
Plies Web site, the show
features dancers compet-

ing for the gold medal in
exotic dancing and the
title “Baddest Broad of the
Bay”

That’s just a start. Lead-
ing up to Sunday’s football
game in Tampa, the self-
styled goon is holding
publicity events such as a
fundraising party on a
yacht, an industry party
hosted by Plies and the
2010 “Bust It Baby” calen-
dar models, and a Goon &
Goonette bash.

The whole thing culmi-
nates Saturday with a car-
and-bike show at Tampa’s
Hip Hop Soda Shop, plus a
concert by Plies. The rapper
plans to shoot a video for

his song “Plenty Money,”

according to his Web site.
Plies  couldn't

(‘cars.com

e
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be
reached for comment. It's
unclear how many of the
events he'll be attending.
The Fort Myers native

could be opened up for
housing or other uses.

Bonita Councilman
Richard Ferreira is pushing
to have solar farms become
one of the possible uses for
development in  the
DR/GR. He said that while
the study shows that as
many as five homes could
be built for every 10 acres,
the city isn't sure if it wants
to allow for more homes.

“I think BSU would like
to see more than that so
that they could make it fea-
sible to run water and

released his album “Da
REALIst” in December.
For more information,
go to Plies’ Web site at
pliesworld.com.

‘Thriller’ planned
for B'way stage

— “Thriller”
a Broadway musical?

Producer James L.
Nederlander says he has
acquired the rights for a
stage version of Michael
Jackson’s iconic music-
video spoof of horror
films. The show will
include songs from two of
the pop king’s best-selling
albums, “Thriller” and
“Off the Wall.”

“The  Nederlanders
and Michael Jackson rep-
resent live theater and
musical excellence, so let
the music begin,” Tohme
Tohme, a spokesman for
Jackson, said Monday.

No word yet on what
songs will be included.

Roddenberrys
boldly go to space

— The
creator of “Star Trek” and
his wife will spend eterni-
ty together in space.

Celestis Inc., a compa-
ny that specializes in
“memorial spaceflights,”
said Monday that it will
ship the remains of Gene
Roddenberry and Majel
Barrett Roddenberry into
space next year.

The couple’s cremated
remains will be sealed into
specially made capsules
designed to withstand the
rigors of space travel.

A rocket-launched
spacecraft will carry the
capsules, along with digi-
tized tributes from fans.

— From staff and wire
reports

CELEBRITY
BIRTHDAYS

Singer Bobby “Blue” Bland is
79. Actor James Cromwell
(“Babe”) is 69. Drummer
Nick Mason of Pink Floyd is
64. Dancer Mikhail Barysh-
nikov is 61. Country singer
Cheryl White of The Whites is
54. Actress Mimi Rogers is
53. TV commentator Keith
Olbermann is 50. Actress
Bridget Fonda is 45. Actor
Alan Cumming (“Spy Kids”)
is 44. Country singer Tracy
Lawrence is 41.
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sewer lines out there,” Fer-
reira said. “So, when I met
with them, I asked them
about solar energy. With
the 300 acres they have out
there, they could use solar
energy to reduce the cost
of running pumps and
removing salt from its
reverse osmosis plant.

“By way of reference, 5
acres of solar (equipment)
usually generates about 1
megawatt of energy,” Fer-
reira said. “That will run a
lot of pumps. With the sun-
shine we have, were wast-

HOMES

Continued from A1

Realtor Sheldon Beck
with Amerivest Realty in
Fort Myers said the brisk
pace in December is
notable because the
month is typically a little
slow due to the holidays.

“This year, there was no
pause. I was working with
people right through the
Christmas holidays,” Beck
said.

Buyers come mostly
from the Midwest, North-
east and Europe, Beck
said.

Gary Bottari, a Realtor
with Re/Max Downtown,
said the sales numbers
could be higher, but sec-
ond-home and investment
buyers are still struggling to
get credit from banks.

“If you are an owner-
occupied buyer, you have a
good shot of getting
financing at a good rate,”
he said. “If you are a sec-
ond-home or investment
buyer, it is challenging.”

Bottari helped second-
home buyer Nick Capaccio
of Chicago find a condo at
Tarpon Point.

“Anything and every-
thing is in that market right
now,” Capaccio said.

Condominium sales in
December increased 46 per-
cent to 212, up from 145 in

ECONOMY

Continued from A1

Across Florida, though,
seaports are gearing up for
what a widened Panama
Canal can bring: Bigger
ships with more cargo, and
ports with more jobs and
higher revenue.

“Whoever can adapt,
whoever can accommo-
date the larger ships, will get
them,” said Todd Gates,
whose local company
opened a Latin America
office and is building retail
stores, homes, hotels and
health-care centers in
Panama. “Its a race
between Fort Lauderdale,
Tampa and Miami.”

Lee County will miss the
boat.

Florida has 14 shipping
ports, the closest of which is
Port Manatee — 99 miles
from downtown Fort
Myers. That means ships
cruise past Southwest Flori-
da en route to a trio of ports
around Tampa Bay or three
ports in the Panhandle.
Then, that fruit, fuel or fur-
niture isloaded onto a truck
and shipped down Inter-
state 75 to local retailers.

There is no discussion at
the local or state level of a
shipping port in Collier, Lee
or Charlotte counties. The
Florida Ports Council in Tal-
lahassee could not be
reached Monday.

Fort Myers may not be
importing  automobiles
from Japan or exporting
heavy machinery to Brazil,
but its airport is handling
plenty of cargo. In 2008,
about 33.8 million pounds
of freight came through
Southwest Florida Interna-
tional Airport.

Without a shipyard, the
airport is Lee’s means to
international trade.

“Air transportation is crit-
ical to the future growth of
our region,” said Victoria
Moreland, Lee County Port
Authority spokeswoman.
“We are well-positioned for
the future.”

Gary Jackson, director of
the Regional Economic
Research Institute at Florida
Gulf Coast University, said
Southwest Florida is not
exporting many products,
but it is exporting talent.

“The world is becoming
an information world, and
we could export some of
these services,” said Jack-
son, pointing out that he

CYAN MAGENTA

ing solar potential. This
could result in tremendous
savings in costs both mone-
tarily and environmental-
ly”

Bonita Springs Assistant
City Manager Barbara
Barnes-Buchanan said a
solar farm “could be
included” among the
potential uses for that land
and expects a full discus-
sion on it following the
completion of a sheet flow
study of DR/GR later this
spring.

William Heckenstaller,

president of Gulf City Solar
— a Bonita Springs firm
that installs solar panels to
a variety of things ranging
from golf carts and genera-
tors to water pumps, built a
solar farm in South Africa
four years ago.

“It does nothing other
than catch water,” he said
of the farm. We spread it
out over 10 acres. It’s still
running and we haven't
heard one complaint ...
Now, they’re thinking of
adding natural gas pumps
toit”

Existing home sales

Lee County
Realtor sales DECEMBER DECEMBER  PERCENT
2008 2007 CHANGE
Single-family homes 1,064 432 A 146%
Condominiums 212 107 498%
Median
. DECEMBER DECEMBER  PERCENT
sales price 2008 2007 CHANGE
Single-family homes $106,900 $215,200 ¥-50%
Condominiums $147,000 $192,200 ¥ -24%

SOURCE: FLORIDA ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS

December 2007. The medi-
an condo price also fell to
$147,000, down 24 percent
since December 2007.

For the year, 2,011 existing
condos sold in Lee, up 19
percent from the 1,684 in
2007. The median price was
$192,900, down 18 percent
from $234,700 in 2007.

Collier County numbers
are included in a statewide
report.

Statewide, existing
home sales continued to
rise in December as prices
fell. Realtors helped sell
11,053 homes in Decem-
ber, a 27 percent increase
compared to the same
period a year ago, accord-
ing to the Florida Associa-
tion of Realtors.

Nationally, sales of exist-
ing homes rose 6.5 percent
to an annual rate of 4.74 mil-
lion in December, from a
downwardly revised pace of
445 million in November,

news-press.com

Multimedia: Watch a special
presentation about ideas that
will help Lee County improve
the economic outlook.
Databases: Search foreclo-
sures, housing permits,indus-
try information and more.
Your views: Read e-mails
and letters from readers
about fixing our economy
and send in your ideas.
Panelists: See faces and
read quotes from experts
who visited The News-Press
to brainstorm and propose
solutions.

Video: Watch excerpts from
panelist conversations.
Community conversation:
Read editorials, letters to the
editor, guest columns.

sees many business travel-
ers flying out of town for
work. “We won't necessarily
be putting together widg-
ets, but we can be a part of
the design phase.”

Gates said a dozen area
businesses have established
offices in Panama, mostly in
construction-related fields.
Building in Lee has come to
a standstill, but Panama has
an up-and-coming econo-
my, Gates said.

That fits into Jackson’s
definition of trade.

“The idea of trade is that
you produce what youre
good at, and don't produce
what you're not good at, so
you trade for that,” he said.

TOURISM

A Puerto Rican city tops
the wish list of destinations
at Southwest Florida Inter-
national Airport.

“San Juan is an excellent
point to break into that
market,” said Bob Ball,
executive director for the
Port Authority. “People can
travel to Puerto Rico with-
out passports, so we are
coordinating with them in
hopes of sparking interest
from some airlines to initi-
ate service there.”

Airport officials have
long wanted direct flights to
Puerto Rico, the runaway
most-wanted destination
in a 2007 airport survey of
Hispanic travelers. Airlines
willing to test any offshore
market qualify for reduced
fees for three years, provid-
ed they make at least one
flight per week for a mini-
mum of four months annu-
ally. Still, the incentives
haven't netted a taker will-
ing to serve the Caribbean
basin.

BLACK
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Searchable databases:
Search median home prices
and the number of homes
sold since 2002; find homes
for sale and recently sold
homes.

the National Association of
Realtors said Monday:.

The nationwide median
sales price plunged to
$175,400, down 15.3 per-
cent from $207,000 a year
ago. That was the lowest
price since May 2003 and
the biggest year-over-year
drop on records going back
to 1968. With sales of fore-
closures and other dis-
tressed properties making
up about 45 percent of
sales, many economists
expect prices to keep
falling through 2009.

— The Associated Press
contributed to this report.

About 70 percent of Lee
County’s visitors arrive by
air. Tourism accounts for
one in five jobs in Lee.

Landing that first Latin
American flight could be a
boon, but what are those
travelers going to do once
they step off the plane?
Tony Lapi, president of
Rochester Resorts, said
Southwest Florida has not
challenged Miami and
Orlando’s pipeline into
Latin America because this
region has little nightlife.

“Theylike to go out to din-
ner at 9:30, 10 o'clock,” said
Lapi, whose company man-
ages three Sanibel and Capti-
va hotels. “In our island,
we'rerolling up the sidewalks
at 9 o'clock. There was that
diversity there. They can go
to Miami, and boy it’s rolling
at nighttime, and the same
thing at Disney.”

Veronica Culbertson,
president of the Southwest
Florida Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce, said her
agency made a big push in
recent years into develop-
ing nonstop flights with
Latin America, but its atten-
tion shifted back to local
businesses struggling
under economic pressures.

“Until we get more free-
trade zones, and more
options, our area is going to
be like a baby,” she said.
“Our area will be growing.”

While Ball plugs away at
San Juan, he’s keeping an eye
on Europe. The euro and
British pound still have favor-
able exchange rates, and
“they’re having another brutal
winter in Europe,” Ball said.

In 2005, the airport
served three German cities
and two Canadian cities.
Now, it's down to Toronto
and Dusseldorf, Germany.
Ball is hoping Air Berlin
ramps up its offerings
beyond three weekly flights
to and from Dusseldorf, a
European hub.

“They have excellent
connecting service to all
parts of Europe, so we're
now seeing people come
from Russia, Poland, a lot of
people from Holland, Aus-
tria,” Ball said.

Access to new, nonstop
international markets is
paramount as Lee tries to
broaden its economic reach.

“The easier it is to access
our market, the more likely
they will come.” said Nancy
Hamilton, communica-
tions director for Lee’s Visi-
tor & Convention Bureau.
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Clewiston High School graduate
to have best seat at Super Bowl.

SPORTS | C1

The News-Press columnist finally
reels in an elusive sailfish.
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All or nothing, Crist tells insurer

State Farm wants out
of homeowner market

Staff and wire reports

State Farm should not be
allowed to do any business
in Florida if it pulls out of
the state’s property insur-
ance market, Gov. Charlie
Crist said Tuesday.

The company announced
plans Tuesday to withdraw
from Florida’s property
insurance marketplace,
abandoning 1.2 million

policies with more than $1
billion in annual premiums.
It wants to keep writing auto
insurance in Florida.

The company claims bil-
lions of dollars in losses from
hurricanes in 2004 and 2005
and the state has rejected
the company’s proposed 47
percent increase to property
insurance premiumes.

“When you look at our
financial situation, we have
no alternative,” State Farm
Florida President Jim
Thompson said. “We're
going to be out of this busi-

ness. We will not have the
resources to pay claims.”

Fort Myers customer
William Barber, who has a
condo unit policy, said
State Farm should not be
allowed to offer only auto
coverage.

“They should get out
totally or offer all policies,”
Barber said. “I think they are
trying to blackmail the
state. It may be a serious
threat, but the state needs
to get tough with them.”

See STATE FARM A2

GROWING INTEREST: URBAN FARMS CATCH ON

Locally grown produce a fer

BY DREW STERWALD
dsterwald@news-press.com

Ivory-striped purple egg-
plants. Hydroponically
grown strawberries and
golden pear-shaped toma-
toes. Frilly yellow popcorn
shoots tossed on plates in
upscale restaurants.

So-called urban farms are
sprouting around Southwest
Florida, cultivating a colorful
cornucopia of produce and
changing the agricultural
landscape.

“If we have 20 people mak-
ing most of their livelihood
from this and making
$100,000 a year, youre look-
ing at a significant portion of
agriculture income in Lee
County,” said Roy Beckford,
the Lee County Extension

agriculture and natural
resources agent. “That’s
impactful.”

After years of farmland
being eaten up by develop-
ment, small growers are

Denise Muir rowses a row f Ittuc Frida at Rabit Run

State Farm

Number of polices in force as of Sept. 30, and the written premium for

them for the year previous. State Farm Florida announced Tuesday it

intends to pull out of the property-insurance market leaving 1.2 million

policyholders to find other coverage.

Policies

LEE ’(FLORIDA

Total premiums

(millions of dollars)

FLORIDA LEE
Homeowners 703,357 27,324  $1,0549  $46.6
Condo unit owners 79,833 8,032 $55.8 $5.6
Tenants 126,676 1,856 $13.1 $0.4
Boat owners 57,982 n/a $58.7 n/a
Mobile homeowners 14,533 1,104 $15.2 $1

PROPERTY
INSURANCE

To seek a referral for
property insurance,
log on to the Florida
Market Assistance
Program at FMAPorg.

W

news-press.com

Talk back: Want to
share your views on
this story? You'll find it
on our Web site,
where you can log in,
speak out and be

SOURCE: FLORIDA OFFICE OF INSURANCE REGULATION

PHOTOS BY AMANDA INSCORE/THE NEWS-PRESS
Denise Muir, the owner of Rabbit Run Farm, walks through rows of crops to pick lettuce Friday in Buckingham.

i i =

Farm in Buckingham. She grows 10 varieties of lettuce on
the farm. For more images of urban farms sprouting up
across SW Florida, go to news-press.com/galleries.

turning the tables by nurtur-
ing specialty, hydroponic or
organic produce on little
plots of land. Their crops
appeal to consumers who
want to know where and how
their peas and carrots are
grown at a time when food

poisoning scares continue.

Would-be farmers are
eager to weed it and reap,
while consumers’ appetites
for organic or sustainably
grown food intensify.

See FARMING A3

ile find

URBAN FARM
CLASS

There are still a few
spaces available for
“Urban Farming
101,” a five-week
evening course
beginning Thursday
at the Southwest
Florida Enterprise
Center. Roy Beck-
ford of the University
of Florida Institute
Food and Agricultur-
al Sciences will
instruct people who
want to use small
plots of land to grow
produce to sell.
Course hours are 5-
7 p.m. at the center,
3903 Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Bivd.,
Fort Myers. Cost is
$25. Call 321-7086
to register.

INSIDE TASTE

Slow Food South-
west Florida pro-
motes local food.

“There is enough interest in getting food direct from local growers to make us
believe we are heading in the right direction.”

News Digest

A
Pulitzer winner
John Updike dies

Author of “Rabbit”
tetralogy was 76.
NATION & WORLD, A4

The News-Press,
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Airport traffic dip

causes cutbacks

Lee County Port
Authority is doing some
belt-tightening, including
a partial hiring freeze.
BUSINESS, D1

Notice to our
readers

Today’s Marmaduke
and Ziggy comic strips
are on Page B7. Annie’s
Mailbox is on Page B8.

Business

D1-4
Celebrity Buzz . . . A2
7 Classifieds . .. F1-12

— Tom Scott,

director of the Enterprise Center
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GGov vetoes cuts
of $365 million

BY RYAN HIRAKI
rhiraki@news-press.com

Lee County teachers will
notlose their opportunity to
earn merit pay. Corrections
officers will not lose their
jobs. Environmentally sen-
sitive land may notbelost to
development.

Gov. Charlie Crist on
Tuesday vetoed $365 mil-
lion of the $2.6 billion budg-
et shortfall the Legislature
had to overcome this
month, using cuts, reserves
and higher traffic and court
fees.

The vetoes — reversing
$90.9 million in spending
cuts and $273.6 million in
diversions from trust funds
— drew a mixed reaction
through the state, where an
economic crisis has made
balancing the budget a
challenge.

“We are grateful for the
vetoes,” said Gretel
Plessinger, a spokeswoman

with the
state’s
Department
of Correc-
tions. “It
means we
won't have to
be cutting
any more.”
T h e
department
had tolay off
66 proba-
tion officers, five from the
Fort Myers circuit, which
includes Lee, Collier, Char-
lotte, Glades and Hendry
counties. Those officers had
yet to work for the state for a
year and, therefore, still were
on probationary status.
Without the governor’s
veto, 88 more jobs would
have been cut, from the
level of probation officers to
administration. Plessinger
said the department had yet
to determine who would be

See CRIST A3

CRIST
Restores
several
programs

Biotechnology may

be an answer

BY DAVE BREITENSTEIN
dbreitenstein@news-press.com

The Scripps Research
Institute may forever be
known as the one that got
away.

Lee County nearly reeled
in the international bio-
medical research group six
years ago. It would have cre-
ated a hub of biotechnolo-
gy, infusing hundreds of sci-
entists and millions in
research grants into South-
west Florida’s economy.
Spinoff companies would
have rushed to Lee.

Instead, Scripps tapped
Palm Beach County, forcing
Edison State College to can-
cel its biotech program
before it ever started.

Despite the letdown,
hope is emerging southern
Florida someday could

See ECONOMY A2

forLee

ABOUT THE SERIES

This week: The News-Press is
exploring five solutions that
can diversify Lee County and
create a more stable econo-
my. Here is the schedule of
stories:

Monday: Green technology
Tuesday: International trade
and travel

Today: Medical research
Thursday: Geriatric research
Friday: CEO recruitment

CONTACT US

Is biotechnology the answer?
What strategies can help
diversify Lee County’s econo-
my?

E-mail your suggestions and
ideas to economy@news-
press.com.

Newborn octuplets doing ‘amazingly well’

The Associated Press

Just think: eight cribs, eight
highchairs, eight strollers
(or maybe four double-
strollers), and far too many
dirty diapers to count.

A woman in Southern
California gave birth Mon-
day to the second set of
octuplets ever delivered
alive in the United States.

Doctors described the
six boys and two gitls as a

their entrance kicking and
crying and seemed to be
doing remarkably well,
despite arriving nine weeks
premature. They ranged in
weight from 1 pound, 8
ounces, to 3 pounds, 4
ounces.

“We were fortunate that
this patient was extremely
strong, very courageous
and able to handle these
births,” said Dr. Karen E.
Maples, who is chief of
service for obstetrics and

manente Bellflower Med-
ical Center and delivered
Baby No. 8.

No pictures of the chil-
dren were released, and at
the mother’s request doc-
tors declined to reveal her
name.

The chances of deliver-
ing eight babies naturally
are “unbelievably rare,”
said Dr. Richard Paulson,
director of the fertility pro-
gram at the University of
Southern California.

ingly well at this time,” said
Dr. Mandhir Gupta, a
neonatologist who was
part of the team of 46 doc-
tors, nurses and others
who took part in the
cesarean section delivery.
But he added: “I won't be
able to comment on
chances of  survival
because we've never had
eight babies born at 30
weeks before.”

The odds of survival
drop off dramatically in

feisty bunch who made gynecology at Kaiser Per- “They are doing amaz- multiple births.
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If you see an error in The
News-Press contact Shel-
don Zoldan, 335-0560 or
szoldan@news-press.com.
Corrections appear on the
first page of the section in
which the error was made.
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Quartet shake
lip-syncing swipes

— Gabriela
Montero says she and the
other members of the
Obama inauguration
quartet were not trying to
fool anybody by having
recorded music played in

FIND THE REAL DEAL

AT SOUTH FLORIDA'S ONLY REAL CASINO.

ECONOMY

Continued from A1

resemble North Carolina’s
research triangle or Califor-
nia’s Silicon Valley, only larg-
er geographically.

“It could grow into a
horseshoe,” said Greg Pilant,
president and CEO of Grey-
stone Pharmaceuticals in
Fort Myers. “The competi-
tion is Virginia, Maryland,
California and North Caroli-
na. There is no question
southern Florida will contin-
ue to take more market share
of our types of businesses.

“We need to think of it as
a team, not our county vs.
their county.”

This week, The News-
Press is examining five
strategies to enhance Lee
County’s economy. Solu-
tion No. 3 is building upon
the East Coast’s bioscience
push to ignite biotech busi-
nesses locally.

Bioscience involves any
type of life science research,
from developing cancer
treatments and new drugs
to fertilizers that speed up
plant growth.

Starting small

Southwest Florida is not
void of bioscience compa-
nies. They're just small.

Pilant’s company
employs 15 individuals
developing wound care
technology to expedite the
healing process. Tigris
Pharmaceuticals in Bonita
Springs  employs  six
researching cancer treat-
ments.

Finding out which com-
panies are here and what
they do is a mission of
BioFlorida, a state biotech
association that is launch-
ing a Southwest Florida
chapter next month. Local
chairman Bill Knab esti-
mates 25 companies in Lee
and Collier counties delve
into life sciences. By joining
forces, the region can com-
pete at a higher level and
promote one vision, he
said. It may not be enough
to land a Scripps, but bio-
science businesses can
drop anchors in any com-
munity. Why not here?

Companies that enter a
community often spawn
similar businesses, develop-

ing clusters like Silicon Valley.
Before Scripps even finished
building its Jupiter facility,
the German-based Max
Planck Institute announced
it would construct its first
U.S. center nearby.

Lee County has a 10 per-
cent unemployment rate, a
high tally because its econ-
omy hinges on tourism, real
estate and construction.
Diversifying the job base
with new types of careers is
critical in the recovery
process.

Knab said pursuing bio-
science clusters will aid the
local economy; and Lee has
four assets to do that:

¢ Available land and
research parks: The Mad-
den Research Loop, a $15
million facility near the air-
port, will break ground this
year, eventually employing
800.

e A university with
research links: Florida Gulf
Coast University has its first
cohort of bioengineering
students set to graduate in
April, and faculty are able to
build upon research from
their colleagues at other
Florida public universities.

e Support from the com-
munity: Lee County offers
economic incentives to lure
new companies in the field
of life sciences.

¢ An ample work force:
Southwest Florida lacks
ready-made scientists and
researchers, but the region
is an attractive location and
businesses can recruit grad-
uates from other Florida
universities.

May be too late

If creating a cluster of
biotechnology companies
was easy, every community
would be doing it. Harry
Orf, Scripps’ vice president
of scientific operations,
expects the state to be blan-
keted with biotech compa-
nies. Southwest Florida,
however, will have to play
catchup. The region ranks
second-to-last in bio-
science companies, trailing
only South Central Florida,
mostly rural communities
without a university near-
by.

“It's difficult to jump-
start without that base
already there,” said Orf,
who'’s owned a condomini-

the biting cold.

Shaken by compar-
isons to lip-syncers Milli
Vanilli, the pianist insists
she and fellow musicians
Yo-Yo Ma, Itzhak Perlman
and Anthony McGill “did
the right thing.”

“What is upsetting me
these days is the fact that

v 3
HOTEL & CASINO
=

HOLLYWOOD, FL

RIDE

THE BUS

ROUND TRIP TRAVEL TO THE
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK CASINO

$25 FREE SLOT PLAY
& 57.50 FOOD VOUCHER

WITH YOUR $35 ROUND TRIP BUS FARE

we put so much love into
this, with a very profound
desire to make it so beau-
tiful,” she said.

Montero said the quar-
tet actually did play, but
the music was drowned
out by the amplified music.

— The Associated Press

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL DT CASINO TRIPS:

FORT MYERS « CAPE CORAL: 543.4558
NAPLES * BONITA » MARCO « ESTERO: 877.0386

ONE SEMINOLE WAY | HOLLYWOOD, FL | 33314 | WWW.SEMINOLEHARDROCKHOLLYWOOD.COM

See Bus Department for times, rules and regulations. For Seminole Hard Rock Bus Marketing information, please call 1.800.509.8864.
You must be 18 years of age to play live poker. Must be at least 21 years of age to receive package. Food voucher valid in the
Hard Rock Café, The Blue Plate, Food Court, Constant Grind and Beach Club. Package valid now thru 01/31/09. Offer is subject
to change without notice. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.
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Multimedia: Watch a special
presentation about ideas that
will help Lee County in the
effort to improve the econom-
ic outlook.

um in Fort Myers for 20
years. “You have to attract
existing companies with
incentives, but also gener-
ate new ideas coming out of
the universities so those ele-
ments can come together.”

Administration at Edison
was convinced Lee would
become a biotech hub, cre-
ating an entire degree pro-
gram hinging on Scripps’
arrival in Florida.

“We were gearing up for
that, and even hired some-
one to lead our program,”
said Mary Lewis, assistant
dean of health professions.
“Then, they chose the other
coast, and we had to cancel
the program. If we cannot
find a place for our students
to do clinicals, then we can-
not have a program.”

FGCU maintains a
biotechnology program;
program leader Takashi
Ueda could not be reached
for comment Tuesday.

John Albion, president of
the Fort Myers Beach
Chamber of Commerce,
cautions duplicating a field
that’s hot elsewhere often
means youre too late; the
money already has been
made.

“Those are the people
that got burned,” Albion
said. “Let’s not do the same
thing when we look at our
economy and say ‘Ooh,
biotech is the place to go’
because that’s where every-
one is looking and race over
there, and maybe the best
fruit is already picked.”

It's not, Orf said. Bio-
science will impact health
care, energy, food and med-
icine for the next century,
he said.

Gainesville had no
biotech companies in 1994,
Knab said, and now the
region is second only to
Southeast Florida. Lee, Col-
lier and Charlotte can
duplicate that surge.

“We are at the starting
point,” Knab said. “We have
all the right pieces on the
chess board. Now it’s time to

start playing.”

CELEBRITY
BIRTHDAYS

Actor Alan Alda is 73.
Actress Barbi Benton is 59.
Singer Sam Phillips is 47.
Singer-songwriter Sarah
McLachlan is 41. Singer
Joey Fatone of 'N Sync is
32. Singer Nick Carter of
Backstreet Boys is 29. Actor
Elijah Wood (“The Lord of
the Rings”) is 28.

PRIGED RIGHT

—JCANADIAN P unLUE WINES'S
CLUB

INCLUDES
I-'I.AWBS

STATE FARM

Continued from A1

Crist has said he does-
n't believe companies
who don't want to take
part in the riskier proper-
ty and casualty market
should be allowed to
profit from the more
lucrative auto insurance
sector.

“I'would imagine some
very good, enterprising
members of the House
and Senate will take a
look at it in March,” Crist
said, adding that Florida
could make it without the
Mlinois-based company
known for its “Good
Neighbor” motto.

House Speaker Ray
Sansom asked to have
State Farm officials
appear before a commit-
tee next week to discuss
possible consequences.

“I think that Floridians
will be much better off
without them,” Crist said.
“My concern is that we
have a good market for
Floridians to get home-
owners insurance.”

State Farm Florida,
established in 1998 as a
subsidiary of State Farm
Mutual Automobile
Insurance Company to
underwrite Florida’s
property market, is con-
tinuing its appeal for its
increase in the courts,
but Thompson said Tues-
day’s announcement was
not a negotiating ploy.

“If we had not taken
these steps, it would have
resulted in insolvency,”
said Thompson, who
said the company is los-
ing $20 million a month
on its Florida property
business, paying out
$1.21 for every dollar
coming in.

State Farm spokesman
Chris Neal said State
Farm’s 2.8 million auto
customers and those
with life and health insur-
ance policies in the state
are not affected by the
company’s decision.

In its statement, State
Farm said it has been
unable to obtain regula-
tory approval from Flori-
da officials on higher
rates for its property
insurance for homeown-
ers, renters and others
who own condomini-
ums, boats and business-
es.

The effect on policy-
holders is still several
months off and would
likely take two years to
complete.

Jay Cabai of Fort Myers
holds multiple State
Farm policies, including
property insurance for
his home and his busi-
ness.

“I think that Florid-
ians will be much
better off without
them. My con-
cern is that we
have a good mar-
ket for Floridians
to get homeown-

ers insurance”
— Gov. Charlie Crist

“I will give them a cou-
ple of months to see how
this shakes out out of loy-
alty to my agent, but I can
only wait so long before I
start shopping for insur-
ance,” Cabai said.

State Farm can’'t do
anything before complet-
ing a regulatory review in
90 days and is then pro-
hibited by law from end-
ing any policy before giv-
ing a six-month notice.

“Nobody has to do
anything today,” Thomp-
son said of policyhold-
ers.

If Florida Insurance
Commissioner Kevin
McCarty does not
approve the State Farm
request, the company

could turn to the
courts.

Four State Farm execu-
tives — including chief

executive officer Ed Rust
and Thompson — met
with McCarty’s staff at the
Office of Insurance Regu-
lation for an hour Tues-
day to inform them of
their decision.

In a release from his
office, McCarty called the
State Farm decision dis-
appointing, but not sur-
prising.

“I will do everything
within my power to pro-
tect Florida consumers
from unnecessary desta-
bilization of the insur-
ance market,” said
McCarty. “Florida already
has new companies who
are eagerly looking to
grow their businesses
and will welcome the
opportunity to add more
customers.”

State Farm employs
more than 5,000 people
in Florida, including 800
agents, Thompson said.

State Farm Florida
spokeswoman  Michal
Connolly said it was too
soon to speculate on the
impact on those agents.

Local agents did not
return calls seeking com-
ment.

— Staff writer Tim
Engstrom, the Florida
Capital Bureau and The
Associated Press con-
tributed to this report.
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Reports of a plan to absorb bad bank assets
drive optimism and stock prices higher
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Chico’s brand
president resigns

The brand president of
Chico’s stores, Michele M.
Cloutier, resigned Wednes-
day, according to a filing
with the Securities and
Exchange Commission.

Cloutier joined the Fort
Myers-based company in
September 2006 as executive
vice president/general mer-
chandise manager for the
Chico’s brand. She was
named brand president in
October 2007.

Cloutier has also worked
for Ann Taylor, Gap, Gap
Body and Banana Republic.

Chief executive officer
Scott Edmonds retired earli-
er this month and was
replaced by board member
David Dyer, the former CEO
of Tommy Hilfiger Inc.

Grub Cab delivers
restaurant food

Grub Cab, a restaurant
delivery service, has opened
in Fort Myers. The service
company delivers foods for
select restaurants in the
area, Including Uno Chicago
Grill, Fowler Street Grill,
Shrimp Shack and ethnic
restaurants from Indian to
Ttalian.

To order online, visit grub-
cab.com or call 278-GRUB
(4782).

Real estate firm hires
new sales employee

Robert Miller has joined
the sales and marketing
team of Management Group
1, a Fort Myers-based resi-
dential and investment
property firm. He has suc-
cessfully sold and marketed
printed security products to
foreign governments and
venture capitalists world-
wide.

Networking group
to meet Feb. 25

The Bridge Networking
group will conduct a net-
working event from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb.
25, at Rene’s on Winkler, 7050
Winkler Road.

The event features food,
drink, display tables for
business sponsors and raffle
items. Tickets are $15 with
online RSVP or $20 without.
Cash, MasterCard, VISA or
Discover at the door. Pre-pay
on line at thebridgenetwork-
ing.com.

Bank promotes
vice president

Andrew L.
Buschle, a
senior  vice
president of
Bank of Flori-
da-South-
west, has
| been promot-

ed to the posi-

tion of market

manager for
Collier and Lee counties. In
his new role, he is responsi-
ble for business develop-
ment, relationship manage-
ment and the profitability of
the bank’s five Southwest
Florida financial centers.

BUSCHLE

Seniors may heal economy

specials and senior discounts at
Bealls.

Area business leaders say Lee
County can promote itself nationally
as a senior research cluster where
pharmaceutical companies come to
test new drugs. Or it can be a retire-
ment haven where seniors can golf,
visit a doctor and join a support
group without having to hop in the
car.

Lee’s senior population is only
going to grow stronger as the first

See ECONOMY D2

Research to help older
adults could cluster here

BY DAVE BREITENSTEIN
dbreitenstein@news-press.com

A trip to Perkins at 4 o’clock or
Bonita Beach at sunset reveals an
obvious demographic: Lee County’s
population is older than many
locales.

The region can cash in on those
seniors, beyond early bird dinner

NORTH FORT MYERS:

CONTACT US

How can Lee County adapt to
benefit from its senior popula-
tion? In what ways can Lee
prepare for an influx of baby
boomers? E-mail your sugges-
tions and ideas to econo-
my@news-press.com.

2009 membership drive
draws business owners

PHOTOS BY TERRY ALLEN WILLIAMS/THE NEWS-PRESS

Dina Porter, executive director of the North Fort Myers Chamber of Commerce,

works at her desk Tues-

day morning near the entrance to the new chamber office on the Shell Factory grounds in North Fort

Myers. The new office is also the North Fort Myers Visitors Center.

Chamber moves its
office to Shell Factory

BY DON MANLEY
dmanley@news-press.com

Despite the bleak economic
picture, the North Fort Myers
Chamber of Commerce is work-
ing to increase membership.

Roughly 300 business people
were on the organization’s rolls
two years ago, a total that has
fallen to around 196 today, as the
economy forces some establish-
ments to close and others to
slash spending to survive.

But chamber President John
Gardner is optimistic about
reversing the downward trend,
given the appearance of new
businesses in the community
and the benefits offered by the
organization.

“It has certainly changed the
dynamics of the chamber,” he said
of the downturn. “As some mem-
bers go out of business, it certainly
affects memberships and rev-
enues. But we try to forge relation-
ships as they (new members)
come on board and get them
involved in networking opportu-
nities. It also means there’s no bet-
ter time to be a member and get
involved in the networking oppor-
tunities that we have.”

The chamber is banking on a
recent change to help boost its

IFYOU GO

What: Ribbon-cutting and grand
opening of new office for the North
Fort Myers Chamber of Commerce
When: Today, starting at 5:30 p.m.
Where: Shell Factory, 2787 N. Tami-
ami Trail (U.S. 41), Unit 10, North
Fort Myers

Featuring: music, hors d’oeuvres
and a cash bar

years
Drive
Pizza.

agent

ened

year.
growth and bring added value to
members and the community.
The organization has moved its
offices to the Shell Factory
grounds, off U.S. 41, a couple of
miles north of its home for six

move

North Fort Myers Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Dina
Porter, left, and volunteer Al Weisbecker, center, help visitor Saverio
Creti Tuesday in the new chamber office.

in a plaza on North Key
and behind Lenny C.s

Gardner, who's the owner-

for Lee County Insurance,

said the return to the Shell Facto-
ry was prompted by the height-

visibility and exposure

offered by the facility, which
draws about 70,000 visitors a

The Shell Factory had been
the chamber’s home prior to its

to the plaza. A grand-

opening ceremony is set for 5:30

See CHAMBER D2

Farmers wade through the weather-related wreckage

BY CHRIS UMPIERRE
cumpierre@news-press.com

Naples grower Frank
Oakes lost 150 of his 600
tomato plants because of
the frigid temperatures
that swarmed Southwest
Florida on Jan. 22.

Oakes was one of sever-
al local growers who fret-
ted about their crops
Wednesday, six days after

temperatures dropped to
the mid-20s in parts of
Collier County and to 33
degrees in Fort Myers.

After watching their
crops thaw, several local
growers said Wednesday
that the Jan. 22 freeze
could have a trickle-down
effect to Southwest Florid-
ians shopping for vegeta-
bles.

“Millions of dollars

were lost (from the freeze)
and there will be a short-
age of vegetables that we
produce in this area,” said
Les Baucum, an agricul-
turalist with the Universi-
ty of Florida Hendry
County Extension Office.
Collier and Hendry
counties seemed to get hit
the worst in Southwest
Florida, Baucum said. He
added that there could be

some good news for local
growers who were able to
salvage some crops.

“Green  beans, for
instance, got zapped
around here,” Baucum

said. “But there were some
areas where beans are still
harvestable. For growers
that have some left, it
should mean Dbetter
prices.”

Oakes, who grows 42

types of vegetables for his
Food & Thought Organic
Market in Naples, said he
had frost damage on his
tomatoes and strawber-
ries even though he
watered them and cov-
ered them with blankets.
“It was under 30
degrees over here for eight
hours, so the cold was so

See CROPS D2

ABOUT THE SERIES

This week, The News-Press
is exploring five solutions
that can diversify Lee County
and create a more stable
economy. Here is the sched-
ule of stories:

Monday: Green technology
Tuesday: International trade
and travel

Wednesday: Medical
research

Today: Geriatric research
Friday: CEO recruitment

Panel
delivers

gloomy
outlook

Commercial real
estate not at bottom

BY DICK HOGAN
dhogan@news-press.com

The bottom for com-
mercial real estate isn't here
yet, experts told the ninth
annual Real Estate Outlook
Conference on Wednesday.

The conference, at Har-
borside Event Center in
downtown Fort Myers, is
presented by the Florida
Chapter Southwest District
of CCIM, an organization
of experienced commercial
real estate agents.

Expect some failures in
commercial projects
because of the current
financial downturn, espe-
cially in restaurants and
other retail operations, said
Shelton Weeks, director of
the Lucas Institute for Real
Estate Development &
Finance at Florida Gulf
Coast University.

“I would think we'll see
some foreclosures in the
short run,” he said.

Matthew Rocco, senior
vice president and regional
director for Charlotte, N.C.-
based Grandbridge Real
estate Capital, a commer-
cial investment banking
company, said he also
expects to see more fore-
closures.

“Hotels will probably be
at the top of the list” as
consumers find their
spending constrained by
tighter lending practices,
he said.

None of the experts
thought that Southwest
Florida has seen the bot-
tom yet in the commercial

See CCIM D2

WHAT IS A CCIM?

CCIM stands for Certified
Commercial Investment Mem-
ber, and designates an expert
in commercial and investment
properties.

Visit news-press.com/
business for the lowest
gas prices in SW Fla.

™\
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GAS PRICES

The average price for
unleaded regular gasoline
and diesel in Fort Myers

and Cape Coral.

REGULAR DIESEL
Wednesday | $1.941 | $2.399
Tuesday $1.936 | $2.393
Monthago | $1.670 | $2.451
Year ago $3.116 | $3.399
Record high | $4.064* | $4.848"*
State avg. $1.905 $2.430
National avg. | $1.842 | $2.396

*Recorded on July 17
“*Recorded on July 17

SOURCE: AAA  THE NEWS-PRESS

CONTACT US: Steve McQuilkin, Business Editor | 335-0352 | smcquilkin@news-press.com | 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Friday
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MARKET ROUNDUP

Stocks jump on reports
of plan for bad bank assets

The Associated Press

— The optimism is building on Wall Street.

Financial stocks led Wall Street sharply higher Wednes-
day on investor hopes the Obama administration will
create banks to absorb the bad assets weighing down the
financial system. The Standard & Poor’s 500 index, a
benchmark for the overall stock market, completed its
first four-day rally since late November. And the Dow
Jones industrial average jumped 201 points.

Financial companies surged on the notion that the gov-
ernment could take soured debt like defaulting mortgages
off the hands of banks and place them in a so-called bad
bank to hold toxic assets. Investors have been worrying
that banks won't be able to resume more normal levels of
lending without somehow dumping or walling off the bad
debt that is corroding their balance sheets. And the econ-
omy can't recover from a 14-month-old recession without
improvements in lending and consumer confidence.

Robert B. MacIntosh, chief economist at Eaton Vance
Investment Management in Boston, said many questions
remain about how a plan would work to take up bad
assets. He added, though, that financial stocks have been
so beaten down that a rally isn’t a surprise.

“The financials are just begging for good news here,”

he said.

Bank shares jumped: Wells Fargo & Co. surged 31 per-
cent, Citigroup Inc. jumped 19 percent and Bank of

America added 13 percent.

Investors showed little reaction to an economic assess-
ment statement from the Federal Reserve that contained
almost no news. The central bank left interest rates near zero
percent after its two-day meeting. Policymakers also pre-
dicted a gradual recovery in the economy will begin later
this year but they cautioned that significant risks remain.

“I don’t think there is anything terribly surprising here.
I think the surprise, or the good news of the day, was the
bad bank proposal,” said Jerry Webman, chief economist
at Oppenheimer Funds Inc. in New York.

LOCAL PUBLIC COMPANIES *

Businesses based in SW Florida. In "Mkt" column, N = NYSE, O =

Nasdaq
52-week Sales
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5032 2234 Alico 0 110 49 107 3260 3089 3192 +85
6.24 1 BeasleyB 0 6 161

1092 172 Chicos N 40873 44 39 433 +M
820 .9 HitMgmt N 3 21941 193 169 184 09
248 15 MIVA 0 993 18 7 -0
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE

Rates for trades of $1 million minimum.
Foreign currency

in dollars

Yesterday

Previous

~ Dollarin
foreign currency

Yesterday Previous

2867
6664
4398
14246
8225
461
1763
13139
0205
000088
2500
011041
071015
1481
029
2665
000730
1241

Argentina (peso)
Australia (dollar)
Brazil (real)
Britain (pound)
Canada (dollar)
China (yuan)
Denmark (krone)
Euro ()

India (rupee)
Indonesia (rupiah)
Israel (shekel)
Japan (yen)
Mexico (peso)
Norway (krone)
Russia (uble)
Saudi Arab (riyal)
So. Korea (won)
Sweden (krona)
Switzerland (franc) 8666
Taiwan (dollar) 0297

WHAT STOCKS DID

NYSE
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000089
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3370
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23415
7066
12263
6.8440
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14.2495
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11373
33.69
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Declined 409
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New Highs 2
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Previous day's sales:100,048 Previous day's sales:834
Previous day's open int:670,233

B [fyouhavea
stock or mutual
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mail us at
business@news-
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Settle Chg

7130 -2.55
7515 -2.35

89.05 -2.00
92.05 -200

Previous day’s open int:28,066

CHICAGO MERCANTILE EXCHANGE

CATTLE

Settle Chg
8117 -10
8442 +02
8230
8262 -4
8640 45

Settle

94.20
90.57
91.80
93.50
95.60

Feb 09
Apr 09
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0ct 09
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Feb10 9050
Prev. sales:32,682
Prev. open int:206,732

Jan 09
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Apr 09
May 09
Aug 09
Sep09  95.80
Oct 09 95.60
Prev. sales:4,076

FEEDER CATTLE

Prev. open int:21,387

HOGS
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+30 Apr09 6135 +65
+28 May09 7282  +90
+30 Jun09 7B 62
+28 Jul 09 BI5 85

Aug09 7235 +78
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Prev. sales:32,767

Prev. open int:129,094

CHICAGO BOARD OF TRADE

CORN SOYBEANS

Settle  Chg
38450 +7
395.50 +7
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Sep09 41650 +7
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Prev. sales:177,093
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Jul 09

Nov 09

TORONTO EXCHANGE

Settle

982.50
990 +6.25
997.50
Aug 09 91
Sep 09 963 +2
93450 .
Jan10 944 175
Prev. sales:136,186
Prev. open int:321,280

WHEAT
Settle

Mar 09 595.25
May 09 608 +10.50
Jul09 61950 +10.50
Sep 09 642 +10
Dec09 66375 +10.75
1 Marl0 67850 +10.75
May10 67875  +11
Prev. sales:42,981

Prev. open int:278,265
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5.5
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Stock Last Ch | Stock Last

TREASURY BONDS

3167 +101
4238 +2.65
291 +51
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3117 +157
370 +101
260 +10
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4841 +291
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SunLifeFin
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*54 30.year Treasury bond: Change: - ¥X/32

299 Yield: oo XXX percent
i Aluminum ... SXXXXX
+9  cents per pound, London Metal Exchange
60 COPPEF i, SXXXXXX
Cathode full plate, U.S. destinations
21 TNC i, SXXXXX
+99 cents per pound, delivered
Gold............oeviin SXXXXX
per troy ounce, Handy & Harman
Siver ..o, SXXXXX
per troy ounce, Handy & Harman
Meraury ..o
per 76-pound flask, New York
Platinum ................. SXXXXX

per troy ounce, New York (contract)
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NYSE MOST ACTIVE NYSE TOP ADVANCERS

Citigroup Inc. $4.21  +$0.66 Lloyds Banking Group PLC $6.33 +$2.51
Bank of America Corp. $7.39 +$0.89 MGIC Investment Corp. $3.32  +$1.06
Wells Fargo & Co. $21.19  +$5.00 The Royal Bank of Scotland Group $6.43  +$2.01
NASDAQ MOST ACTIVE NYSE TOP DECLINERS

PowerShares QQQ Trust $30.35 +%$1.03 Allied Capital Corp. $1.91 -$1.69
Microsoft Corp. $18.04 +%0.38 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. $9.06 -$1.34
Cisco Systems Inc. $16.88 +%0.15 Newmont Mining Corp. $38.61 -$3.10
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wave of 76 million baby
boomers reaches retire-
ment and moves south.

“Can we figure out how
to build off that to do
something special?” said
Jim Nathan, president of
Lee Memorial Health Sys-
tem. “Were twice the
national average in over
age 65 population. The
rebuilding of our econo-
my is going to come off of,
still, retirees coming to
Florida because it’s
warmer here.

“Could we be a labora-
tory of the future for how
seniors live?”

This week, The News-
Press is exploring five
strategies to enhance Lee
County’s economy. Solu-
tion No. 4 is playing off the
region’s demographics to

conduct senior-related
medical and lifestyle
research.

According to the U.S.
Census, 127,133 Lee resi-
dents are at least 65 years
old. That's 22.4 percent of
the population; the
national average is 12.5
percent.

Senior research

Thousands of seniors
already call Southwest
Florida home, but a glut of
baby boomers nearing
retirement will continue
streaming this way.

“They are getting older,
getting gray hair, getting
sick and moving down
here,” said Edmundo
Muniz, president and
CEO of Tigris Pharmaceu-
ticals in Bonita Springs.

Tigris is developing
drugs and therapies for
cancer patients, and
Muniz said it makes sense
for more companies to
begin research projects in
Southwest Florida that
directly affect residents of
Southwest Florida.

“This would be a great
area for trials,” said Dot
Beard, 82, of Fort Myers.
“It would be great for any-
one doing research on
older people, because we
sure have got a lot of them
here.”

And the need for new
medicine and technology
for seniors will only
increase with time.

“There will be twice as
many people with cancer
in 15 years,” Muniz said.
“There will be 37 percent
more cardiovascular dis-

CROPS

Continued from D1

deep, so long that the
blankets didn’t ward it off,”
Oakes said.

In addition to his 150
tomato plants, Oakes also
lost the squash, beans and
cucumbers he hadn’t
picked before the freeze.

“This was a real good
kick in the shins,” Oakes

CCIM

Continued from D1

real estate market.

“I think stabilization
comes in the middle of
2010,” Rocco said,
although he expects this
area will do all right in the
long term. “People still
want to be in Southwest
Florida.”

Weeks also said the bot-
tom isn't here, although he
noted that with recent
drops in the price of real
estate, “One thing South-
west Florida has going for
it is we're already a bar-
gain.”

The experts also said
credit is tight for commer-
cial projects.

Banks are lending only
60-70 percent of the value
of a construction project

eases. Diabetes is an epi-
demic; it will skyrocket 70
percent in the next 10

years.”
With so many seniors
right here, Dotty St

Amand believes South-
west Florida can promote
itself as a testing ground
for senior-related
research, clinical trials
and medical innovation.

“All of the drugs the
FDA has approved for
Alzheimer’s were studied
here,” said St. Amand,
executive director of the
Alvin A. Dubin
Alzheimer’s Resource
Center in Fort Myers.
About 22,000 Lee resi-
dents are living with
Alzheimer’s, she said.

Dr. Constantine Mantz,
medical director for 21st
Century Oncology in Fort
Myers, said the company
tests several hundred
patients at any given time.
Its current studies include

radiation therapy for
gynecological and
prostate cancer, and

implantable devices to
deliver breast cancer
treatments.

Aside from its day-to-
day operation, 21st Cen-
tury Oncology employs 10
to 20 statisticians, mathe-
maticians, study coordi-
nators, nurses and doc-
tors. Few staffers have
local ties, though.

“These are people we
have to hire from some-
where else,” said Mantz,
adding that Southwest
Florida’s colleges are not
yet producing graduates
with high-level medical or
research specialties. There
are no medical schools
within 100 miles of Fort
Myers.

Sue Maxwell, director
of older adult services for
Lee Memorial Health Sys-
tem, isn't convinced sen-
iors are eager to be guinea
pigs for researchers. Also,
studies often have strict
parameters that prevent
older patients from join-
ing.

Regardless, Maxwell
says seniors are a major
force with time, assets and
skills that cannot be over-
looked.

“The citrus industry
and Mickey Mouse indus-
try does not compare to
what we've got with the
senior industry,” Maxwell
said.

Senior community

Lee and Collier coun-
ties are home to about 170
golf courses, many of

said, “but you've got to
expect one of these once

every three years.”
David Jamerson, who
grows cucumbers and

squash in Lehigh, said the
cold temperatures burned
some of his crops.

“The freeze cost us
money but we're still work-
ing,” Jamerson said with a
laugh Wednesday. “My
biggest problem is that the
markets for eggplants,
zucchinis and jalapenos
are down. Hopefully, the

— not the 80 percent that
was available until recent-
ly, Rocco said.

He urged landlords to
put a premium on “keep-
ing a tenant in place” even
at a relatively low rental
rate.

Steven Moreira, CEO of
Magic Companies, which
buys, brokers and finances
residential commercial
projects in Florida, said
that “I think every landlord
should be encouraged to
cut deals right now and
just leave the tenants in
there.”

Larry Foster, acommer-
cial real estate agent with
CB Richard Ellis, Fort
Myers-Naples, said con-
sumers are no longer
spending as much. “The
spigot was shut off.”

Now, he suggested,
landlords might want to
reduce rent for a tenant

CYAN MAGENTA

which are located in gated
communities that attract
retirees. But Maxwell
believes seniors want
more than just a nice
home in a nice neighbor-
hood with a nice golf
course.

“You can build a nice-
looking community, but
it's not a true community,”
Maxwell said. “It takes
people to make a commu-
nity.”

Craving that communi-
ty feel, Beard and her late
husband, Ned, chose to
live in Shell Point Retire-
ment Community in Fort
Myers. There, residents
can live independently in
their own homes or at
assisted living centers and
nursing homes. Shell
Point is Florida’s largest
life care community and
features on-site medical
offices, outdoor activities
and social clubs geared
toward seniors. The aver-
age resident is 73 years
old.

“People feel a commu-
nity like this that’s so gor-
geous and has so much to
offer must be expensive,”
Beard said. “It’s not.”

At build-out, Shell Point
will have 4,000 residents.
Lynn Schneider, assistant
vice president for market-
ing and community rela-
tions, said residents want
services and activities
brought to them instead
of having to scour the
county looking for doctor
and support groups. It’s
the modern house call,
but on a broader scale.
Reaching out to seniors is
critical.

“That’s the key,” said
Jan Eustis, a hospital con-
sultant and former Lee
Mental Health director.
“It's one of the types of
services that’s in jeopardy
as government looks to
make budget cuts.”

Samira Beckwith, presi-
dent and CEO of Hope
Hospice, said Southwest
Florida must rethink the
way it attracts retirees.
Just touting the weather
doesn’'t work when other
regions are developing
walkable communities
and clusters of senior
service centers.

Back at Tigris’ lab,
Muniz is optimistic the
region can and will turn
the corner.

“Every time there are
problems, solutions show
up,” he said. “I hope we in
Southwest Florida can
take advantage of that by
developing some of the
solutions.”

markets will do some-
thing.”

Southwest Florida’s cit-
rus industry seemed to
survive the freeze, area
growers said.

“Citrus is more cold tol-
erant than agricultural
(crops) and this was a one-
night freeze,” said George
Austin, who grows citrus in
Alva. “Historically, we have
the most damage to the
citrus industry if the freeze
hits us for at least two
days.”

taking in less revenue but
include a provision that
the landlord shares in the
tenant’s increased income
when the economy recov-
ers.

National real estate
trainer Michael Lipsey,
based in Longwood,
advised agents to stick to
the basics and don’t worry
about national economic
conditions you can't con-
trol.

“Only concern yourself
with what you can con-
trol,” Lipsey said, advising
the audience to turn off
CNBC in their offices
because it’s likely to be car-
rying mainly negative sto-
ries that could spook
clients already skittish
because of the economy.

Lt. Gov. Jeff Kottkamp, a
former state representa-
tive from Cape Coral, told
the conference there are

BLACK
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p-m. today for the new
office, which doubles as
the North Fort Myers
Visitors Center.

“I refer to it as going
back home,” said Ruth
Kuehn, co-owner of Far
and Away Travel and a
member of the North
Fort Myers chamber for
10 years. “They’re right
there at the Shell Facto-
ry, which gets a lot of
foot traffic. You can say
you're at the Shell Facto-
ry and everybody knows
where it is, including the
snowbirds. The visibility
is what we’re after,
including new mem-
bers.”

The chamber also
kicked off a two-month-
long membership drive
Jan. 1 and is trying to
lure newcomers with
such perks as expanded
networking events, a
member-to-member
discount program, and
opportunities to pro-
mote their business.
Gardner, whose term
began Jan. 1, said he’s
also working to add
value to memberships
by bringing in speakers
to discuss important
topics such as new laws
and proposed legisla-
tion, and customer
service practices.

Gardner said seven
new members have
joined this month and
another 15 have com-
mitted to joining. Mem-
berships average $200 a
year.

Businesses are look-
ing to maximize the
return on each dollar
spent, as the recession
deepens, which can
make chamber mem-
bership even more of a
value, said the organiza-
tion’s executive director,
Dina Porter.

“I think when it
comes to businesses
that have limited
income — and they’re
looking to get the most
out of their marketing
— that they’re all look-
ing toward something
that will give them mar-
keting and referral
leads,” she said. “Every-
body has to help them-
selves and others. That’s
what’s good about a
chamber. Everybody’s
dedicated to each other,
like a family.”

Richard = Dunmire
became a member two
months ago. A North
Fort Myers resident for
37 years, he operates the
Shell Factory Flea Mar-
ket, which uses part of
the attraction’s grounds
on Tuesdays and Satur-
days.

Two factors prompt-
ed him to join. “The
main reason  was
because of Dina and the
fact they moved back to
the  Shell Factory,
because it’s a necessary
part of our economy,”
he said.

“some tough times right
now” but that the state is
coping by making budget
cuts in addition to recently
releasing $1.4 billion in
funds to start road projects
that will provide 39,000
jobs.

He urged the real estate
agents to “get the message
out loud and clear” that
“it'll never be this cheap
again” to buy real estate in
Florida.

The gloomy outlooks
and pep talks were a far cry
from the optimistic atti-
tude that prevailed in
commercial real estate
until a few months ago.

“When we were at the
top of the cycle, it felt like it
would never go down,”
said commercial agent Jim
Garinger, a principal and
managing director in the
Fort Myers office of Col-
liers Arnold.
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Lee hraces for $158 million cut

Sheriff plans to freeze
hiring, shift job titles

BY RACHEL MYERS
and GABRIELLA SOUZA

rmyers@news-press.com SCTI' another $112 mil- “We've had a truckload of
gsouza@news-press.com Lee County lion, said Bill money for years,” Hammond
; Hammond, said. “Everybody’s concerned

. sheriff . ”

The soft economy will force deputy county right now.
Lee County to cut an additional manager. The county passed a $441 mil-

$46 million from this year’s budg-
et, county officials say. Where

those reductions
are to come from
d hasn't been deter-
mined.

Next year, the
county could have
to cut the budget

The shortfall in tax money
means the sheriff’s office antici-

» news=press.com View beach webcams, calendar of events; see nightlife galleries.
VISITORS GUIDE | INSIDE TODAY

pates a hiring freeze and shifting
of job titles for some of its 1,544
employees for the next fiscal
year, which begins in October.
The budget news came during
management meetings Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday.

lion operating budget in Septem-
ber for the fiscal year that started

GULFCOASTING | INSIDE

Pieces from artist Fernando Botero's
collection at Naples Museum of Art.

Oct. 1.This year’s budget was a
2.7 percent decrease from the
year before.

Now, County Manager Don
Stilwell will meet with the county
commission to discuss how the
reductions could take place,
Hammond said, and the process
of deciding where to make the
cuts could begin in February.

Commissioner Ray Judah said
the county would hold off on

See FREEZE A2
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Documents: Read the memo
Sheriff Mike Scott issued to his
employees.

Databases: See the salaries of
Lee County employees, includ-
ing those at the sheriff’s office.

INSIDE

Chico’s FAS will lay off 180 peo-
ple at its Fort Myers headquar-
ters. The move will save the
company about $15 million over
the next year. Business, D1

LOCAL BUSINESSES:

Cutting corners... not obs

Hours and wages
among casualties

BY LAURA RUANE

Iruane@news-press.com

Take the initiative:
Tighten the belt to save
jobs.

That’s the mantra of
some Southwest Florida
businesses where workers
and their bosses are look-
ing toward a leaner econ-
omy — and making do
with less pay and fewer
perks.

“Employers are doing
whatever they can to hold
on to staff. ... They're being
resourceful and analyti-
cal,” said Barbara Hart-
man, spokeswoman for
the Career and Service
Center in Fort Myers.

news-press.com/
galleries

Photo gallery: More images
from the Red Salon and Spa.

Some local examples:

A salon is moving new
stylists away from hourly
pay, expecting them
instead to quickly build a
client base, and to live on
commissions.

The owner of a public
relations company and
many on her staff took 5
percent pay cuts. Others
are working fewer hours.

This scrimping is no fun
for anyone, but neither is
the job outlook: In Lee
County alone, a 10 percent
unemployment rate in
December meant about
28,400 people were out of
work. Layoffs are expected

TERRY ALLEN WILLIAMS/THE NEWS-PRESS
Hairstylist Summer Sullivan works with client Samantha Mariani at the Red Salon and Spa in south Fort Myers.

to push that rate higher in
the months ahead.

President Obama allud-
ed to private-sector sacri-
fice in his inaugural
address Jan. 20: “For as
much as government can
do and must do, it is ulti-
mately the faith and deter-
mination of the American
people upon which this
nation relies. It is ... the
selflessness of workers
who would rather cut their
hours than see a friend
lose their job which sees us
through our darkest
hours.”

Workers at Universal
Pipe & Steel in Fort Myers
demonstrated that self-
lessness. When orders
slowed last fall, “the single
guys volunteered to work
four days a week, and the
married guys stayed on

five days a week, so they
could support their fami-
lies,” said Lou Lehman,
company president and
founder. Business has
picked up in the new year,
ending the need for the
unpaid days off, Lehman
added.

Not every workplace
sacrifice is voluntary.

Gannett Co., which
owns The News-Press
among 85 American news-
papers, imposed one-
week unpaid furloughs for
most of its employees —
including top executives
such as CEO Craig Dubow
— to be taken during
2009’s first quarter. Com-
pany leaders think the
move could help minimize
the need for further layoffs

See TIGHTEN A3

“Employers are doing whatever they can to hold on to staff. ... They’re being
resourceful and analytical.”

— Barbara Hartman, spokeswoman for the Career and Service Center in Fort Myers

The News-Press,
A Gannett
Newspaper
Copyright 2009
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The vote by
which lllinois Gov.
Rod Blagojevich
was ousted from
office over
charges he tried
to sell, among
other things,
Barack Obama’s
Senate seat.

BLAGOJEVICH
IMPEACHED

COMPLETE COVERAGE, PAGE A4

21 | No.1

Years since Lt. Gov.
the last Patrick
U.S. gover- Quinn, one
nor was of Blagoje-
removed vich’s crit-
from office ics, is his-
(Arizona’s replace-
Evan ment as
Mecham, governor.
1988).

plete forecast, B12

Windy with showers. Rain
chance 60 percent. Com-

Live Doppler radar
and updates at
news-press.com
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Lee should convince
V151t1ng CEOsto stay

BY DAVE
BREITENSTEIN
dbreitenstein@
news-press.com

The rich and powerful
like Southwest Florida.

They come to enjoy
golf, sunshine and cock-
tail parties. Many have
invested in mansions
stretching from Sanibel to
Naples.

“We've got a lot of
CEOs from Fortune 500
companies who live in
our communities,” said
David Lucas, chairman of
the board for the Bonita
Bay Group. Lucas said
many of those executives
see the region through a
tourist’s eyes — a destina-
tion to relax and forget
about the rigors of Wall
Street.

This week, The News-
Press is outlining five
strategies to assist Lee
County’s future economic
growth. Solution No. 5 is
identifying  executives
with ties here, and then

ABOUT THIS SERIES

This week, The News-Press
is exploring five solutions that
can diversify Lee County and
create a more stable econo-
my. Here is the schedule of
stories:

Monday: Green technology
Tuesday: International trade
and travel

Wednesday: Medical
research

Thursday: Geriatric research
Today: CEO recruitment

CONTACT US

How should Lee County go
about finding these CEOs?
What would you ask retired
executives to do? E-mail
your ideas and suggestions
to economy@news-
press.com.

convincing them South-
west Florida also is a great
place to do business. At
the very least, the county
can tap into their expert-
ise for ideas on how it can

See CEOs A9

It started in Immokalee,
and itwon't end Sunday

Edgerrin James
has a Super date

BY DAVID DORSEY
ddorsey@news-press.com

Sunday’s

Super Bowl would seem a
superb place for Edgerrin
James to cap a stellar NFL
career.

Except for one thing.

James, a 1996
Immokalee High School
graduate and the 11th all-
time leading rusher in
NEFL history, has no plans
to retire any time soon.

James will turn 31 Aug.
1, just before the start of
what he plans to be his
11th NFL season,
whether it be with the Ari-
zona Cardinals or another
team.

“I'll still be playing,”
James said. “I think you

See JAMES A3

Edgerrin James.

news-press.com/
superbowl

Live Chat: Super Bowl chat
with columnist Mike Lopresti
from Tampa scheduled

for 11:45 a.m. Log on to ask
about the teams, players
and events.

Videos and photo gal-
leries: See daily video
reports from Tampa and
photos from media day
throughout the week.

IN SPORTS

A look at where Edgerrin
James ranks among all-
time NFL running backs.
C1
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grow the economy.

Several such quests
already are under way. Lee
County’s Horizon Council, a
group of business and gov-
ernment leaders, created a
task force that'’s going to ask
locals in the know — real
estate agents, home
builders and social clubs —
to spill the beans on which
influential folks live here.

A think tank called the
Searching for Solutions
Institute also is forming to
convene movers and shak-
ers for brainstorming ses-
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sions about the economy,
education, health care, the
environment and energy. If
anyone can fix the region’s
problems, said executive
director Lynne Groth, it’s
those CEOs who rose to the
pinnacle of their companies
with innovative ideas.

“We haven't been able to
harness all of that brain-
power,” Groth said.

One potential roadblock
is executives come here
seeking anonymity and
escape from their day jobs.
Few locals know just who
visits or lives here, and those
who do won't reveal that
information.

Still, opportunities arise.

Active executives

Greg Scasny, senior part-
ner with Golden Technolo-
gies, visited the region many
times on fishing trips,
escaping the harsh winters
of Indiana.

He bumped into a few
local business leaders, col-
lected market data and was
so impressed with the busi-
ness environment that he
moved the company to
Naples.

Although some critics
question whether South-
west Florida has an amply
trained, educated work
force, Scasny said employ-
ees don't always have to be

ANNUAL
FURNITURE
SALE

FANTASTIC SAVINGS
ON TIMELESS FURNITURE
FOR YOUR HOME

YOU DESERVE A
"TAX BREAK™

THROUGH FEBRUARY 4, 2009

NO INTEREST FOR
24 MONTHS
NO DOWN PAYMENT

WHEN YOU USE YOUR MACY'S CARD'
Requires a minimum $1999 purchase in the furniture department;
$1499 purchase in the mattress department.

PLUS, FREE DELIVERY

ON ANY FURNITURE PURCHASE

OF $1999 OR MORE
THROUGH FEBRUARY 4, 2009™

SPECTACULAR
MATTRESS SALE

AND CLOSEQUT
SAVE 30%-50%

FREE DELIVERY, SETUP & REMOVAL

Free delivery, setup and removal with any $797 minimum set
purchase in our normal delivery zones. Free offer will reduce
delivery charge to outside zones, and does not apply to clearance
centers. Minimum delivery fee for other purchases is $70, with an
additional removal fee. Mattresses must be delivered from our
distribution center, except where dock pickups are available (at
selected stores or distribution center for a $25 fee). Ask your sales
associate for details, including return restocking fees.

3 GREAT WAYS TO FIND YOUR MATTRESS

Shop over 400 Macy’s stores
Call 1-800-MACY-BED

(1-800-622-9233) Eastern Time: Mon.-Fri. 8am-midnight, Sat. & Sun. 10am-9pm
Click on macys.com

my* mOCVS ShOp a heOd Visit macys.com first and find a store showcasing the furniture you see..before you make the trip.

the magic of

*MOCV.

MAacys.com

$You deserve a “tax break” offer valid through Wednesday, February 4, 2009. We're offering you a special discount equal to the amount of sales tax on regular- and sale-priced items from our furniture and mattress departments. Excludes Martha
Stewart Furniture with Bernhardt, Tempur-Pedic mattresses and clearance furniture. The purchase price will be reduced by a percentage equal to the applicable sales tax rate. Applicable sales tax will be added to the reduced purchase price, in
accordance with applicable laws. All furniture and mattress purchases are subject to delivery charges. Please see your sales associate for details. “Tax break” offer does not apply to delivery charges. Offer not available in DE, NH, HI, MT, OR, VA, MD
and District of Columbia. **Free delivery on your furniture purchases of $1999 or more through February 4, 2009. Free delivery applies to most in-stock furniture. Excludes Darush and clearance furniture. Free delivery does not apply to special orders.
Free delivery applies only to normal delivery zones and local areas. See your sales associate for additional details.

*

balance in time to avoid FINANCE CHARGES. See below for details.'

tNO INTEREST FOR ONE OR TWO YEARS IF FULLY PAID BY PAY-OFF DATE. FINANCE CHARGES accrue on the promotional balance from the transaction date and all accrued FINANCE CHARGES for the entire promotional period
will be added to your account if the promotional balance is not paid in full by the end of the promotional period or if you fail to make a required payment on your account when due. Minimum monthly payments of the greater of
$5.00 or 3.25% of your promotional balance (which calculation is rounded up to the nearest dollar) are required plus any minimum payment otherwise due. Making the minimum monthly payment will not pay off your promotional

1tNO INTEREST FOR TWO YEARS IF FULLY PAID BY PAY-OFF DATE. Requires a minimum purchase of $1999 in the furniture department; $1499 in the mattress department charged to your Macy’s Card. NO INTEREST FOR ONE YEAR IF FULLY PAID
BY PAY-OFF DATE. Requires a minimum purchase of $999 from qualifying departments charged to your Macy’s Card. NO PAYMENTS & NO INTEREST FOR 3 OR 6 MONTHS WHEN YOU USE YOUR MACY’S CARD. Charge a minimum purchase of $500
(3-month plan) or $750 (6-month plan) in the furniture department; $300 (3-month plan) or $500 (6-month plan) in the mattress department to your deferred payment and interest account. After your 3- or 6-month deferred period, you will be
billed under the terms of your Major Purchase Account. All credit plans subject to credit approval. For all credit plans described above, any FINANCE CHARGE will be determined by applying an ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE of up to 24.9%, based on
your credit history, to the account’s Average Daily Balance, with a minimum monthly FINANCE CHARGE of $1.00. 24-month deferred offer good through February 16, 2009. 3-, 6- and 12-month deferred offers good through March 1, 2009.
*WITH OUR VERY LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT PLAN, you can extend payments on major purchases of $300 or more in designated departments. Subject to credit approval. Actual minimum monthly payment on Major Purchase Accounts may vary
depending on outstanding balance, additional purchases, payment dates and applicable finance charge rates. See your credit card agreement for details. Any FINANCE CHARGE will be determined by applying an ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE of up
10 24.9%, based on your credit history, to the account’s Average Daily Balance, with a minimum monthly FINANCE CHARGE of $1.00. Closeout items are available while supplies last, and are not available by phone order. Furniture must be delivered,
and a delivery fee will apply. Mattress photos are for illustration only. FOR FURNITURE AND MATTRESS LOCATIONS, USE THE ONLINE STORE LOCATOR AT MACYS.COM. REG. & ORIG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES, AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE
BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. SOME ORIG. PRICES NOT IN EFFECT DURING THE PAST 90 DAYS. FURNITURE SHOWN IS PART OF A SALE IN PROGRESS IN EFFECT THROUGH THROUGH MARCH 1, 2009; MATTRESS CLOSEOUT PRICES ARE PART OF A
SALE IN PROGRESS IN EFFECT THROUGH FEBRUARY 22, 2009; EXCEPT AS NOTED. Orig./Now and Special Purchase items will remain at advertised prices after event and are available while supplies last. Sales apply to selected items only. Everyday
Values are excluded from “sales” and coupons/Macy’s Card savings. Prices and merchandise may differ on macys.com. Advertised items may not be available at your local Macy’s, and selections may vary. Mattresses and most furniture items shown
carry warranties. To obtain a manufacturer’s warranty before purchasing, visit a store or write to Macy’s Customer Service, P.0. Box 471494, Miami, FL 33247-1494. To order, call 1-800-45-MACYS. Sorry, no cash, checks or money orders; no COD's or

P.0. Box delivery.
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fresh out of college. Golden
recently hired a former
Hewlett-Packard division
head who was living in the
area.

“He was bored and look-
ing for something to do,”
Scasny said. “Youre not
going to find this kind of tal-
ent anywhere in the world.”

John Sprecher, chief cre-
ative officer for NOISE
Branding Communications
on Sanibel, was splitting his
time between Milwaukee
and Southwest Florida for
five years. One year, he just
decided to bring the busi-
ness with him.

“We saw a great opportu-
nity for our company in this
market to do the type of
work we do,” he said.

Ben Wright, founder and
CEO of Denver-based Atlas
Advertising, is working with
Lee’s economic develop-
ment office on marketing
and branding initiatives.
While it's not feasible that
every Fortune 500 executive
would relocate here and
bring the company along,
the county does have a pro-
business climate that could
attract smaller companies.

“They think they have to
endure the traffic of New
York City or cold of Chicago,
but in some cases, they
don't,” Wright said.

Retired execs

Bonita Bay is a magnet
for corporate bigwigs. Best
Buy founder Richard
Schulze has a 23,254-
square-foot preserve home
there. Around the bend is
former Pfizer CEO William
Steere’s 12,253-square-foot
harbor home and former
Kmart executive vice presi-
dent Dick Miller’s 7,903-
square-foot ranch home.

Lucas has led Bonita Bay
for 25 years, long enough to
document the develop-
ment phases of resident
retirees.

“At first, all they want to
do is play golf and go to
cocktail parties, but they
realize there is more to life
than that,” Lucas said.

It takes a few years, but
most join local civic groups
and venture into philan-
thropy, becoming active
members of the communi-
ty instead of just visitors.

Jack Eikenberg of Bonita
Springs went through those
phases. After retiring as
CEO of Mr. Coffee Inc.,
Eikenberg started a con-
sulting business, but that
also became hectic. He set-
tled into Bonita Springs as a
retiree nine years ago, then
started attending a few
school board meetings,
then hospital board meet-
ings, then Lee’s Smart
Growth Committee meet-
ings.

Before long, his calendar
was full.

Eikenberg believes Lee
can tap into the executives’
knowledge base, but must
focus on year-round resi-
dents, not just visitors with
a fancy job title.

“A large majority of them
are snowbirds, and a lot of
them still have their loyal-
ties back home,” Eikenberg
said.

Norman Augustine, a
part-time Sanibel resident,
is the former president and
CEO of Lockheed Martin.

He has homes in Col-
orado and Maryland, and
has not yet integrated into
Southwest Florida’s social
and philanthropic scene.
However, he’s willing and
able once his weeks here
turn into months, and
believes local leaders
shouldn’t be bashful in their
search for ideas.

“Tust ask,”
said.

That willingness does
not surprise Patty
Breedlove, associate direc-
tor of a University of Florida
program that tracks startup
companies delving into
bioscience.

“These guys and women
are smart, and maybe do
not want to run a company
anymore, but could serve
on an organization’s board
of directors,” Breedlove
said.

“With entrepreneurs, it
gets into their blood. They
don’t want to stop.”

Augustine

DO YOUR

INVESTMENTS
LACK DIRECTION?

CALL 239-403-0027

for a Free, No-Obligation
Consultation

LIFEGUARD
FINANCIAL

Security in Unsafe Times
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